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“WORKING FOR A POSITIVE LIFESTYLE AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT IN OUR COMMUNITY”

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FINALLY RECEIVES COUNCIL APPROVAL

Roadside Gathering ... Development plans are scrutinised
at Araluen Drive prior to the site inspection.
Following a previous unsuccessful application, a revised bid for a new development complex at Hardys Bay
has been approved by Gosford Council.
The earlier proposal, which embraced premises at 58
to 62 Araluen Drive, Hardys Bay, was for a Shop Top,
three-storey development consisting of two commercial
premises at ground level with two residential dwellings
above and a BBQ and swimming pool area at the rear
of the block
Arousing strong community concerns, the initial application received in excess of 700 written objections.
The application for four retail and nine residential units
covering three blocks was rejected by the Council in
May 2009.
A subsequent appeal against the refusal by the developer was dismissed by the Commissioner in the Land
and Environment Court in March last year.
Following a second Development Application submis-
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sion and a consequent number of objections from the
community, Gosford Council requested that the applicant, Bespoke Properties, address 14 issues. Consequently, the developer revised, yet again, its DA.
At the Council meeting on Tuesday, November 1, planning staff advised that the revised second application “
is significantly different from that which was previously
refused by Council and had been dismissed by the Court
on appeal.
“ The design has been significantly altered to address
the reasons for refusal of the previous development application and issues raised in the subsequent court judgment, “ it was further advised.
Changes made to the earlier submission included a
concentration of the building mass to the front of the
site, reduced excavation and the maintenance of the natural slope of the site, retention of trees, reduction of the
size of the development and site coverage and the choice
of materials.
Additionally, Council has now agreed to the provision
of 14 car parking spaces, a loading dock and private recreational facilities at the rear of the site including a barbecue area, gymnasium and swimming pool as well as
associated landscaping.
The buildings which appear destined to be demolished comprise a takeaway food shop located at number
58 Araluen Drive, two properties at number 60, and a
two-storey dwelling and carport, which was previously a
doctor’s surgery, at number 62.
The final submission recommended for approval was
“ starred “ by Council for an onsite inspection by councillors and staff. This took place on the afternoon of the
Tuesday evening’s Council meeting-when the decision
would be handed down. The afternoon gathering was attended by several councillors, including Mayor Laurie
Maher, representatives of the developer and concerned
community members.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

According to a number of members of the Hardys Bay
Residents Group, who were in attendance at the gathering, it was inevitable that questions from the broadly
representative group should focus on whether the improved plan would be sympathetic to the surrounding
area and would not present unreasonable impact on the
neighbouring residents.
With 37 of the 104 existing trees destined for removal, but with more to take their place, the applicant
also submitted, at the time of this late assembly, a landscape plan showing proposed plantings of native trees
including spotted gum, the cheese tree and tuckeroo
which would exceed the number of existing trees to be
removed.
Eventually, following the Council meeting that evening, and the subsequent handing down of the decision,
the planning report, in its summary, stated that the new
plantings would provide vertical and horizontal bands
of vegetation that would complement the established
tree canopy on the site and the surrounding area.
The design of the building, it concluded, was expected
to improve the appearance of the site and enhance the
streetscape and foreshore.
However, despite the verdict favouring the developer,
doubts over the issue continue to linger in a number of
community minds. The decision has been cautiously accepted.
In the aftermath of the Council decision, the community has expressed concerns in respect to the building
process, such as noise levels affecting neighbours and local businesses throughout a lengthy period of construction … e.g. woodchipping, builders’ equipment movements and traffic flow issues.
The DA approval carries some special conditions
which will require regular monitoring by the community. These include:
1. Tree protection is to be as per the arborist’s
recommendation.
2. Replacement trees planted are to be of local
native species and super advanced specimens.
3. Survival and establishment of landscaping is
to be maintained for a period of 36 months from the
Date of Occupation certificate.
4. Sound level output from the development is

Welcome to the Christmas edition of Bay News. On
behalf of the Hardys Bay Residents Group, I wish to
thank everyone for the enthusiastic support of our
aims and the acknowledgment of the positive approach
we are taking to various issues which are vital to the
community’s welfare.
In this issue, we report on the latest information
regarding the major Development. Among a mix of
other features of general interest is a fascinating profile
on a leading Killcare Surf Club identity, an update on
Pretty Beach School’s progressive year, and a timely safety
reminder from the local Rural Fire Service.
It has been another busy year and our various subcommittees continue to work on a broad range of
matters, of long and short-term consequence, which are
of local relevance. We always look forward to receiving
your comments and commend our website as an ideal
communication source for all general matters.
We extend a warm welcome to our many new members
throughout this year and our committee offers the
heartiest greetings to all in the community for a safe,
healthy and happy festive season.
Sincere good wishes,
Adrian Williams
President
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have a high level of responsibility and need to be aware
of heightened risk situations aboard vessels. This is when
there is a greater risk of either an incident occurring or,
if it does, it might be more difficult to help yourself, “
Mark concluded.
Find out more on lifejackets from NSW Maritime at
Gosford or at www.maritime.nsw.gov.au

not to exceed 5dBA above ambient noise levels.
5. Consent of Council required prior to any
change of use as defined in the planning instrument.
Additionally, there has been a referral to the Council
Traffic committee to consider the provision of mirrors
on the bends on Scenic Road to assist traffic.

LIFEJACKETS SAVE LIVES

OUR FIRE BRIGADE …
COMMUNITY ASSET

Summer brings crowds to our inland and offshore waterways – but pleasure-seekers should be aware of the
risks.
Safety is paramount on vessels and lifejackets mandatory, so it is vital that one should be worn at all times. By
law, there must be one appropriately-sized lifejacket for
each person on board. They must be approved to Australian standards and should be stored in an accessible
place with all people on board given instructions on the
jackets’ location and operation prior to leaving a wharf
or ramp.
Mark Raward, the Boating Safety Officer of the
Hawkesbury Broken Bay Team, emphasises the safety
issues at stake and outlines the measures to be adopted
in this revealing discussion with BAY NEWS.
“November the first, 2011, marked the end of one
year’s education following the implementation of new
lifejacket laws on NSW waters, “ said Mark.
“After this date, boaters who have not complied with
regulations and are found to be not carrying or wearing
lifejackets, when they should be, could face fines, “ he
added.
Mark says there is still a proportion of the boating
community that has yet to come to terms with the new
requirements. He says he is thankful there have been no
fatalities or near misses in his patrol area throughout the
last year in which lifejackets could have saved lives.
“The residents of Hardys Bay who own boats mostly
access them by tender to and from a mooring”, he observed. “ Occupants of a vessel being used as a tender
are required to wear a lifejacket while the tender is more
than 400 metres from the nearest shore. At night, or if
you are alone, or on open waters, then a lifejacket must
be worn, irrespective of the distance from the shore.
“The new laws make it clear that skippers of vessels

A PROUD

Like many small communities prior to the 1950s, the
residents of the Killcare peninsula knew they had to be
self-reliant, reports Warwick Teasdale, a former captain
of the Killcare /Wagstaffe Bush Fire Brigade, in investigating surviving letters and notes from the Brigade’s
records.
When it came to protecting life and property from a
fire, they had only themselves and helpful neighbours to
respond to the challenges, he noted. An older resident
told of how he was competing in a carnival at Killcare
Surf Club when the alarm was raised. There was a fire at
the northern end of the beach and spectators and competitors rushed up the beach, no doubt wearing their
fire-fighting thongs. Having extinguished the fire, they
returned to continue the carnival.
In 1950, two groups were formed to raise funds to
purchase a fire fighting vehicle. They were the ‘ South
Brisbane Water Voluntary Bush Fire Brigade Association ‘ and the ‘ South Brisbane Water Voluntary Bush
Fire Brigade ‘ which was established by Gosford Shire
Council in 1951.
Although the two groups had not raised sufficient
funds, in 1954 they took delivery of an ex-RAAF fire
fighting truck. Both organizations managed to raise
about one hundred pounds but the Shire Council assisted by providing a loan to cover the required three
hundred pounds.
The truck was officially handed over to the Fire Brigade on Saturday, September 11th, 1954. It was originally kept in a waterfront garage which regularly flooded !
By mid-1955, the Killcare/Wagstaffe Rural Fire Brigade
was established and the members duly appointed. The
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the previous month. Steve passed away from a heart attack while holidaying in Bali. He joined the Brigade in
2004 and during his time as a member attended 132 Fire
Calls, 5 Campaign Fires and went away on one extended deployment to Bathurst. He was elected to the position of Brigade Secretary in 2007. It was recorded that “
Steve will be greatly missed, both as a friend and for the
contribution he made to the local Brigade and the local
community. “
In the meantime, Hardys Bay resident, Mrs. Ruth Dunlop, Steve’s mother, wishes to extend her sincere thanks
to the many people in the community who have passed
on their kind condolences over his sad passing.

first Captain was Mr. John Stewart, a storekeeper from
Pretty Beach, the Vice Captain was Mr. Arthur Cains,
the Pretty Beach Schoolmaster and the senior driver was
Mr. Tom Hansen, retired.
The present Killcare/Wagstaffe Brigade is amongst the
most active in the Gosford district and responds to all
incidents including bush fires, structure fires, car accidents/fires, and, additionally, supports other agencies in
times of natural disasters.
The current Captain, Steve Farrell, advises that the
team of about 26 members has made significant contributions in activities including community engagements,
training, Hazard Reductions and maintenance, totalling
over 2,900 hours throughout the past 12 months in the
process. In this period, too, the members have attended
63 separate callouts, a 16% increase on the previous year.
Steve advises that during periods of increased fire
danger and when there is a bush fire in our area, it is important that residents remain fully aware of the situation
and understand the Bush Fire Alert Levels.
It is vital, he stresses, that people should stay updated
by looking and listening for information on TV, radio,
the internet, mobile phones or by calling 1800 NSWRFS
( 1800 679 737 ).
“If you receive a Bush Fire Alert, you must take it seriously “, Steve emphasizes. “Failure to do so can put your
life at risk.”
“The Brigade sincerely thanks the folks in our community who continue to provide assistance in so many
ways and we would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season.”

MAN WITH THE MIDAS TOUCH
The inner city suburb of Erskineville could hardly be
described as a seaside retreat yet it played a most unlikely role in a dramatic increase in the Killcare Surf Club’s
active membership ranks.
When, on a whim one day back in 1957, John Bourne
and a number of his ‘ Ersko ‘ colleagues decided to check
out the Central Coast as a possible holiday destination,
they chanced upon the tranquil haven of Killcare. A new
world opened up. They were highly impressed with the
lifestyle on display.
A routine of frequent weekend visits to the local surf
club followed for the boys and their enthusiasm for the
new coastal experience even extended to organizing raffles at their local Erskineville hotel, with winners transported by bus, through the proceeds of the initiative, for
a day’s inspection of the club.
Consequently, membership of the surf club at that
time escalated. It could well have been termed ‘The
Erskineville Push ‘.
John adapted to an exciting new form of activity rapidly, commencing patrols in 1959 when he gained his
bronze medallion. Specialising in beach sprints and
beach flags, as well as being a relay team member, his
first coach was the legendary John Annand who had won
3 Australian beach sprint titles during a distinguished
career and whose father had been an inaugural member
of the Killcare club’s bronze squad in the early 1930s.
John Bourne later married Wendy, John Annand’s

On a sad note, a general meeting of the Brigade recorded the untimely passing of Steve Dunlop during
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And, on the subject of the local winter swimming club,
sister, and a member of a respected family of long time
Hardys Bay residents. The newly-weds moved to this the Hardys Bay Frigid Digits, John maintains an all-yeararea in the early 1960s and in November last, celebrated round involvement with the water. “ The Man with the
Midas Touch “ has been an active member of the Digits
their 50th anniversary.
since its inception 40 years ago.

OUR MASTER CHEFS
Blessed with such a rich smorgasbord of culinary offerings in our local communities, we felt it would be
timely to invite some of our chefs de cuisine to provide
us with their trademark recipes which are designed to
delight. In the first of a 3-part series, Cameron Cansdell
of Bell’s at Killcare, offers, for our indulgence, a special
recipe.

For the past 30 years, occasionally broken by interstate work commitments, John Bourne has been the
club coach at Killcare and his mentoring achievements
throughout the duration have produced remarkable
results. Those under his stewardship have praised his
patient approach and an uncanny ability to extract the
very best efforts from his charges when it counts most.
Attaining gold medals in major competitions could well
be likened to one who possesses a “ Midas “ touch.
Highlights of a golden career for his teams have included 5 Men’s Open Beach Relay victories at the Australian SLSA Championships and 4 consecutive successes in the World titles between 2000 and 2006 ( staged
every second year ) when held in Sydney, Italy, the USA
and Lorne, Victoria.
But perhaps the crowning achievement came when
his club’s Beach Relay team was inducted into the SLSA’s
Hall of Fame last August.
“ Our team was formed in 1999, mainly to boost patrol members for the club, “ he recalled. “ At the time we
only had 20 patrolling members so the new relay team
combined with the local winter swimming club in adding much-needed members. Within a year we won the
State, National and World titles which was an amazing
feat by our boys.”
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CAMERON CANSDELL has an impressive curriculum vitae, having worked at such respected establishments as Belmondo at The Rocks, Sydney ( with Steve
Manfredi ), Bistro Moncur, ( with Damien Pignolet )
and Est ( with Peter Doyle ), then running the De Bortoli
Winery restaurant in the Yarra Valley for 3 years before
accepting the appointment at Bell’s at Killcare when it
opened in late 2007.
Cam’s special offering is GRILLED OCTOPUS WITH
CUCUMBER AND TOMATO SALSA which serves 4.
He describes it as a ‘ refreshing summer salad perfect as
a first course or as part of a summer lunch buffet. ‘
To braise the octopus : 1 large octopus fresh or frozen with head removed. 1 onion, peeled and roughly
chopped. 1 carrot, peeled and roughly chopped. 1 piece
of celery, chopped. 1 tablespoon of salt. A few parsley
stalks, bay leaves, peppercorn.

The rest of the ingredients for the salad : 2 bunches
of plain rocket chopped into large pieces and washed.
3 large ox heart tomatoes or any other good tomatoes.
1 telegraph cucumber, peeled. 2 large stalks of basil.
1 bunch of French tarragon, roughly chopped. A half
bunch of chives, sliced into 1 cm pieces. One half cup
of very good extra virgin olive oil. The juice of 1 large
lemon. Salt and fresh ground pepper.
First cook the octopus by placing it in a large saucepan,
cover with cold water and add the rest of the ingredients.
Bring to the boil then turn down to a simmer and cook
for one and a half hours or until octopus is tender. The
best way to check when it is ready is to place a bamboo
skewer into the thickest part of the flesh and when removed, the bamboo should have no resistance. Remove
the octopus onto a tray discarding the liquid and aromatics. When the octopus is cool enough to handle, peel
the skin from the flesh keeping the tentacles intact and
slice each octopus leg into 4cm long pieces. Store the octopus in the refrigerator in a sealed container until ready
to use; this octopus will last for 3 days.
To prepare the salad, heat a barbecue grill. Slice the cucumber in half, length-wise, then cut 4 thin wedges from
end to end of the cucumber so yoau have 8 long pieces,
then cut across the cucumber into 5mm, dice and place
in a bowl. Chop the tomatoes into similar size pieces and
add to the cucumber along with the herbs, olive oil and
lemon juice, taste for seasoning and set aside. Place the
rocket on 4 entrée plates or one large platter. Grill the
octopus on the barbecue grill or in a hot frypan until
golden and crispy on some edges, place onto the plates,
dress octopus with cucumber salsa and serve.
VOILA !!

RESIDENTS ENVIRONMENTAL
ACTION PLAN
As advised in previous newsletters, the Hardys Bay
Residents Group has developed the framework of a Residents Environmental Action Plan, or “REAP”.
The general goals of REAP are consistent with, if not
identical to, those of Gosford Council’s Management
Goals for Hardys Bay and it seems appropriate that the
HBRG should employ its resources to work with Council in more readily achieving its objectives, namely those
designated for Hardys Bay within the Brisbane Water
Estuary Management Plan.
The benefits of the proposal accruing to both Council
and residents are substantial and feature:
•   Enhanced recreational usage in the foreshore
precinct by improving public access to those relevant
foreshores which are zoned “ recreational “.
•    Providing greater access to water sports including kayaking, windsurfing, canoeing and fishing in
the foreshore precinct.
•    Providing vastly improved aesthetic enjoyment for tourists and locals in the foreshore precinct by
enhancing the natural and visual character of both the
foreshores and waterways.
•   Minimising rubbish accumulation in the foreshore precinct thereby enhancing water quality and reducing sedimentation through better water flow.
We are currently reviewing our options to obtain government funding to implement phase one of our REAP
strategy which should see an improvement to the foreshore area of Hardys Bay.

PRETTY BEACH PUBLIC SCHOOL …
A YEAR OF FULFILLMENT
It has been another fulfilling year for the school, with
the widely-varied activities provided throughout the
four terms designed to ensure that the children’s talents
and skills continue to be encouraged and developed.
The expansive agenda embraced a recently-introduced
cricket programme, a Footsteps Dance experience, in
which the students learn of traditional forms of dance
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ryn Moore (Choreography and Musical Assistance), Lisa
Haynes (Photography, Costumes and Makeup) and Moses Fotofili and Matt Wilkinson (Sound and Lighting)
End-of-year features have included a trip to Morisset
by Years 3 and 4 for an Outdoor Education Experience
Overnight Camp, a visit to Terrigal beach by Years 5 and
6 for a ‘ Beach Safety ‘ programme, a trip to the Reptile
Park for Kindergarten and a rendezvous at Kincumber
High School by Year 6 for Orientation Day as part of the
forthcoming transition to high school.
Various functions, featured by the Year 6 Farewell,
an end-of-year party, a movie day at Avoca Theatre, the
Presentation Night and a Carols evening rounded off
2011. It has been yet another exceptional year at Pretty
Beach School where the welfare of the children, supervised by principal Deborah Callender and her committed staff members, has been of paramount importance
in this caring environment.

and its skills – while gaining in confidence through selfexpression – and, a particular highlight, the participation in a recent bi-annual musical.

A Caring Environment ... School principal Deborah
Callender with students Lilla (Vice Capt), Libby (Capt),
Lachlan (Capt) and Patrick (Vice Capt)

KILLCARE SURF CLUB
The surf club’s summer season has commenced on a
healthy note featured by a pleasing increase in Nippers
numbers with a record 170 attending the first championship day. And, according to the Junior Activities Coordinator, Yvonne Hayter, this obviously augurs well for
the club’s future.
“ it is great to see that the Nippers are gaining in confidence each week and learning more skills which are
tested on championship days,” she says. “And they welcome the interesting variety of regular group activities
which, according to age, include flags, sprints, board
training and water activities.”
High hopes are held for an emerging force in Killcare

Throughout terms 3 and 4, students had been working hard perfecting their acting abilities and regularly
rehearsing for the featured musical, “Uncle Crumble’s
Mad Machine”, which was greeted with standing ovations from audiences at the two performances at the
Brentwood Village in late October.
The musical provided the children with an opportunity to showcase their outstanding talents in this extravaganza in which Uncle Crumble is an eccentric inventor,
and the children used his creation, a “Celestial Sonic
Fission Date Travel Converter” (a time machine) , to
travel in time.
The children experienced many adventures through
the performance. They visited pre-historic times, went
back to ancient Rome, the Wild West, visited our school
200 years into the future, and finally went back to mediaeval times.
School staff described the “Uncle Crumble” experience
as an ‘entire school team effort’ which would not have
been possible without the help of the dedicated parent
helpers, Karen (the Musical Director), Leah (Costume
Design), Fiona (Props), David Sneddon (Sound), Kath-
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SLSC club ranks with the Ladies’ Masters Surf Boat crew BRIEFS
displaying vast improvement in recent performances at
RSL CLUB’S ‘NEW LOOK’... The Hardys Bay RSL
carnivals along the Central Coast network. With Mel
Club
has announced its intentions to make a concerted
Smith as coach/sweep, the team (pictured) is Sarah
Doak-Stride, Monique Keogh, Judy Smith and Angela effort to return to its old glories by electing a new President and Board, in addition to providing more amenities
Goodwin.
for members and visitors. Terry O’Flaherty, who takes
on the role of president, brings with him 30 years of experience in the club industry and will lead a new team
committed to the task ahead and which has already commenced work on raising the level of clubhouse comfort.
The deck bistro has been removed, providing more
daylight to the club interior and plans are in place to
repaint the exterior. Thanks to a generous donation, a
new 60-inch flatscreen TV has been installed to cater
for sports lovers. The Board’s aim is to help strengthen
the community spirit of all groups in the area by making
the club’s entertainment facilities, as well as the Naked
Chili bistro, more attractive to patrons. The bistro provides an excellent variety of Thai and Australian food
Regular Sunday Sips are now available from 4pm to for eating in – or takeaway – purposes. We extend our
8pm in the surf club’s Bluetongue Bar. Additionally, The best wishes to the new look club for a happy future.
LOCAL BUILDING COMPANY RECOGNISED IN
Point Café offers a special menu every Sunday night to
MBA AWARDS … Alan Orchard, owner and operator
cater for the Sips customers.
The “Art By The Sea” exhibition will be held at the surf of Eastcoast Constructions Pty Ltd, who has been a local
club from Saturday, January 7 until Sunday, January 15, builder and resident of Hardys Bay for over 26 years, was
from 10am to 6pm. The bar will be open so guests can named as a finalist in the prestigious MBA Excellence
come along and enjoy the displays overlooking the stun- in Building Awards ceremony held in Newcastle in September. His company was recognized for the quality of
ning views of Killcare Beach.
An opening cocktail party from 7pm until 10pm will its construction of Pretty Beach Preschool.
Mr. Orchard has been involved with a number of combe open to all visitors and tickets must be purchased at
the bar in the clubhouse or at either Real Estate agency munity projects including Avoca Primary School and
in Killcare. All enquiries may be directed to Luisa Scutts Mardi Community Centre as well as many new residential homes, villas, extensions and renovations. “ It
at 0418 454 781 or l_scutts@yahoo.com.au
was an honour to take part in the event”, said Mr. Orchard’s wife, Ms Linda Emery. “To be a finalist was a
huge achievement and very rewarding as Alan sees the
H.B.R.G.
Pretty Beach preschool building on a daily basis in the
President			Adrian Williams
local area where he lives and works and his nine year-old
Vice President		
Alan Bennett
daughter attends the adjoining primary school.”
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