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The lead up to winter this year has been featured 
by an abnormal amount of marine activity off 

Killcare Beach.
The fish have been biting, record numbers of 

whales have been skirting the shoreline on their way 
up the coast and a seal (pictured), affectionately 
named “Norbert” by an intrepid Hardys Bay 
Residents Group’s fisherman, has taken possession of 
the territory around “West Reef ” which is the visible 
reef off Killcare Beach.

The HBRG’ s operative has enjoyed excellent 
catches of bream and flathead from a boat off Killcare 
Beach while fishing on the eastern side of West Reef 
in a depth of 35 metres of water. 

While fishing near West Reef our enterprising 
fisherman has frequently lost his catch to Norbert 

the seal. On one occasion, in an absorbing battle of 
wits, Norbert, having stolen 5 snapper before they 
could be landed, playfully took hold of the sixth fish 
at the surface 2 metres from the boat. The snapper 
was approximately 60 cm in length. Revelling in the 
exchanges, our fisherman threw a leatherjacket to 
Norbert who released the snapper to grab his new 
prey. The snapper was then landed, the only damage 
to it being a slight indentation.

The first reported migrating whale was seen off 
Killcare Beach on May 20th, a little early this year 
There have been as many as 20 sightings per day in 
mid June and all the reports indicate that they are in 
record numbers this year. 

Interestingly, our intrepid fisherman notes that 
there is a 1% to 1.3% warmer water temperature 5 
miles off shore and this may explain why more whales 
are seen closer in large numbers. 

The most prolific concentration of whales this 
year is in that body of water between West Reef and 
Maitland Bay to a distance of approximately 3 to 4 
km offshore. This area is conveniently accessible for 
viewers from various lookout locations off the Scenic 
Drive. 

The whales are scheduled to be migrating south 
again from about October this year. 

FISH, SEALS AND WHALES … MARINE ACTION APLENTY
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PRETTY BEACH COMMUNITY 
PRESCHOOL…
“CONNECTING WITH OUR COMMUNITY 
FOR A WORLDWIDE CAUSE”.

Meghan Slade, 2IC at the Pretty Beach Community 
Preschool, enthusiastically outlines to Bay 

News a recent visit by the local knitting club which 
created huge interest amongst the children:

“It was a wonderful occasion when our preschoolers 
had a visit from our local ‘Knit 2 Chat 2’ ladies, Helen, 
Pat, Joan, Kaye, Jean, Meg, Pam and Elizabeth of the 
local knitting club,” said Meghan. “The children spent 

President’s Message
Welcome to the August edition which coincides 
with our 7th anniversary.

When Bay News was launched in 2006, 
it was done so with the prime objective of 
providing information and news of local 
relevance to our community.

In signalling the Group’s stated commitment 
to “work for a positive lifestyle and healthy 
environment”, we are confident that this 
introductory blueprint has been maintained, 
embracing a broad range of issues, of short and 
long term consequence. Indeed, we derive a 
great deal of satisfaction in regularly engaging 
with our many friends in the community.

In this issue, we highlight the upsurge in 
marine activity off Killcare beach, and report 
on widely varied topics such as our local Fire 
Service and its timely message to our citizens, 
the Pretty Beach Community Preschool - with 
a fascinating new program introduced for the 
children -, a profile on a widely-respected citizen 
with an interesting background, an international 
yacht race featuring local involvement, in 
addition to other features of interest.

We are proud, too, of our rapidly-increasing 
membership ranks and remind everybody that 
new members are always welcome to join us. 
We commend them to the form on page 7.

We always look forward to receiving the 
community’s comments and particularly wish to 
thank the many people who are supporting us 
and working so hard to assist in achieving these 
successful outcomes.

Best Regards,
Adrian Williams
President

the morning learning about the 
rugs that are made up of squares 
knitted by the ladies and sewn 
together and sent all around the 
world to help keep those in need 
warm. The children observed and 
discussed our Australian icon ‘the 
kangaroo’ which is embedded into 
each rug to signify the rug’s origin.

“To further their understanding of the enormity of 
putting such a rug together,” Meghan added, “Helen 
presented some children with a small pack of made 
squares each and, in turn, the children were directed to 
piece together the blanket on the floor. Consequently, 
the children delighted in the idea of making a big rug 
and to Helen’s credit she had everyone counting.

“Grasping the concept of people who do not have 
such necessities as blankets to keep warm when it’s cold 
was a very important message that filtered through the 
morning. How lucky we are to live a life without such 
feelings of sadness and exposure to the elements. 

“Following, in small groups, the children had 
the opportunity to spend individual time with each 
member learning how to knit hands on. This indeed 
was a warming and endearing time for both the 
children and the ladies, as feelings of belonging to a 
community that embraces the generations in a way 
that encourages connections between each other 

was established and the members duly appointed. The 
first Captain was Mr. John Stewart, a storekeeper from 
Pretty Beach, the Vice Captain was Mr. Arthur Cains, 
the Pretty Beach Schoolmaster and the senior driver was 
Mr. Tom Hansen, retired.

The present Killcare/Wagstaffe Brigade is amongst the 
most active in the Gosford district and responds to all 
incidents including bush fires, structure fires, car acci-
dents/fires, and, additionally, supports other agencies in 
times of natural disasters.

The current Captain, Steve Farrell, advises that the 
team of about 26 members has made significant contri-
butions in activities including community engagements, 
training, Hazard Reductions and maintenance, totalling 
over 2,900 hours throughout the past 12 months in the 
process.  In this period, too, the members have attended 
63 separate callouts, a 16% increase on the previous year.

Steve advises that during periods of increased fire 
danger and when there is a bush fire in our area, it is im-
portant that residents remain fully aware of the situation 
and understand the Bush Fire Alert Levels.

It is vital, he stresses, that people should stay updated 
by looking and listening for information on TV, radio, 
the internet, mobile phones or by calling 1800 NSWRFS 
( 1800 679 737 ).

“If you receive a Bush Fire Alert, you must take it seri-
ously “, Steve emphasizes.  “Failure to do so can put your 
life at risk.”

“The Brigade sincerely thanks the folks in our com-
munity who continue to provide assistance in so many 
ways and we would like to wish everyone a safe and hap-
py holiday season.”

On a sad note, a general meeting of the Brigade re-

corded the untimely passing of Steve Dunlop during 
the previous month. Steve passed away from a heart at-
tack while holidaying in Bali. He joined the Brigade in 
2004 and during his time as a member attended 132 Fire 
Calls, 5 Campaign Fires and went away on one extend-
ed deployment to Bathurst. He was elected to the posi-
tion of Brigade Secretary in 2007. It was recorded that “ 
Steve will be greatly missed, both as a friend and for the 
contribution he made to the local Brigade and the local 
community. “

In the meantime, Hardys Bay resident, Mrs. Ruth Dun-
lop, Steve’s mother, wishes to extend her sincere thanks 
to the many people in the community who have passed 
on their kind condolences over his sad passing.

MAN WITH THE MIDAS TOUCH
The inner city suburb of Erskineville could hardly be 

described as a seaside retreat yet it played a most unlike-
ly role in a dramatic increase in the Killcare Surf Club’s 
active membership ranks.

When, on a whim one day back in 1957, John Bourne 
and a number of his ‘ Ersko ‘ colleagues decided to check 
out the Central Coast as a possible holiday destination, 
they chanced upon the tranquil haven of Killcare. A new 
world opened up. They were highly impressed with the 
lifestyle on display.

A routine of frequent weekend visits to the local surf 
club followed for the boys and their enthusiasm for the 
new coastal experience even extended to organizing raf-
fles at their local Erskineville hotel, with winners trans-
ported by bus, through the proceeds of the initiative, for 
a day’s inspection of the club.

Consequently, membership of the surf club at that 
time escalated.  It could well have been termed   ‘The 
Erskineville Push ‘.

John adapted to an exciting new form of activity rap-
idly, commencing patrols in 1959 when he gained his 
bronze medallion. Specialising in beach sprints and 
beach flags, as well as being a relay team member, his 
first coach was the legendary John Annand who had won 
3 Australian beach sprint titles during a distinguished 
career and whose father had been an inaugural member 
of the Killcare club’s bronze squad in the early 1930s.
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Post Office & Newsagent, Commonwealth Bank Agent
Take away Hot Foods, Cappuccino, Soft Drinks, Ice Creams, Groceries, 
Vegetables, Bait, Tackle, Fishing Licence, Gas refills, Mobile Recharge, 

Tennis Courts, Racquet Hire available

L'AnxAnetA
In The Old Killcare Store

•	 Breakfast,	Lunch,	Coffees	and	
Cakes	served	7	Days	from	
7.30am	to	4pm.

•	 Open	for	Dinner	on	Friday	and	
Saturday	Nights	from	6pm.

•	 New	Menus	In	Place	with	Daily	
Specials	and	Market	Fresh	Fish	
for	Dinner.

•	 Children's	Menu	Now	Available

•	 We	are	Fully	Licensed	
•	 Functions	and	Special	Events	
Catered	for

•	 Bookings	Always	Welcomed

54	Araluen	Drive,	Hardys	Bay	2257

Tel: 4360 1667 
Email:	lanxaneta@bigpond.com	
www.lanxaneta.com.au

Young Jack with one of 
the helpful ladies 
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PROFILE… 
BRAD BERRY

 Affable and refreshingly 
laid-back, Brad Berry 
has frequently been 
described as one who 
epitomises the true 
spirit of our community.

Born in Leichhardt, 
Sydney, his parents 
moved to the Central 
Coast when they 
purchased a house at 
Pretty Beach. 

At the time, he was just four years old and he 
subsequently commenced his schooling at the Pretty 
Beach Public School way back in 1952. 

In those times there were just three teachers - later 
reduced to two - and only four other pupils in his class. 
The initial headmaster was a Mr. Ingram followed by 
a Mr. Kane.

Brad recalls those days with a good deal of 
fondness. “The kids were an innovative bunch,” he 
reminisced. “For instance, when the Melbourne 
Olympics were held in 1956, we held our own events 
to coincide with the Games and presented our special 
form of gold medals to the individual winners which 
took in running, jumping and so on. 

Taking the place of a medal, a penny was tightly 
wrapped in a lid from a milk bottle and the victor 
proudly stood on a wooden box for the presentation. 
It was very serious stuff.”

Brad later attended Woy Woy High School and 
after gaining his Leaving Certificate branched out 
into various pursuits including a 3-year stint with the 
TAB, based in Sussex Street, Sydney, then four years 
with the NSW police force before moving into the 
meat industry with Gosford Meats, firstly as a clerk 
then progressively as a production manager and, 
eventually, export manager, work which took him to 
the USA, the Bahamas, Singapore and Korea, trading 
and selling. He spent 30 years in this industry.

In between, Brad found time to become a member 
of the Killcare Surf Club, gaining his bronze medallion, 
and was a founding member of the Winter Swimmers 
- to become known as the Frigid Digits - when, 42 
years ago, eight hardy souls conspired to introduce 
Sunday morning winter swimming competitions to 
an area widely renowned for its summer pleasures. 

Sunday at Bells is a day for family and feasting.
On offer is an Italian-style Family Feast Menu, including platters 

of hot and cold antipasto, followed by a delicious roast of the day, 
served with seasonal vegetables  

and then a delicious dessert for only $70 per person.  
Children under 12 - $35. A perfect family friendly afternoon.

4349 7000 reservations@bellsatkillcare.com.au 
 www.bellsatkillcare.com.au

John Bourne later married Wendy, John Annand’s 
sister, and a member of a respected family of long time 
Hardys Bay residents. The newly-weds moved to this 
area in the early 1960s and in November last, celebrated 
their 50th anniversary.

For the past 30 years, occasionally broken by inter-
state work commitments, John Bourne has been the 
club coach at Killcare and his mentoring achievements 
throughout the duration have produced remarkable 
results.  Those under his stewardship have praised his 
patient approach and an uncanny ability to extract the 
very best efforts from his charges when it counts most. 
Attaining gold medals in major competitions could well 
be likened to one who possesses a “ Midas “ touch.

Highlights of a golden career for his teams have in-
cluded 5 Men’s Open Beach Relay victories at the Aus-
tralian SLSA Championships and 4 consecutive success-
es in the World titles between 2000 and 2006 ( staged 
every second year ) when held in Sydney, Italy, the USA 
and Lorne, Victoria.

But perhaps the crowning achievement came when 
his club’s Beach Relay team was inducted into the SLSA’s 
Hall of Fame last August.

“ Our team was formed in 1999, mainly to boost pa-
trol members for the club, “ he recalled. “ At the time we 
only had 20 patrolling members so the new relay team 
combined with the local winter swimming club in add-
ing much-needed members. Within a year we won the 
State, National and World titles which was an amazing 

feat by our boys.”
And, on the subject of the local winter swimming club, 

the Hardys Bay Frigid Digits, John maintains an all-year-
round involvement with the water.   “ The Man with the 
Midas Touch “ has been an active member of the Digits 
since its inception 40 years ago. 

OUR MASTER CHEFS
Blessed with such a rich smorgasbord of culinary of-

ferings in our local communities, we felt it would be 
timely to invite some of our chefs de cuisine to provide 
us with their trademark recipes which are designed to 
delight.  In the first of a 3-part series, Cameron Cansdell 
of Bell’s at Killcare, offers, for our indulgence, a special 
recipe.

 
CAMERON CANSDELL has an impressive curricu-

lum vitae, having worked at such respected establish-
ments as Belmondo at The Rocks, Sydney ( with Steve 
Manfredi ), Bistro Moncur, ( with Damien Pignolet ) 
and Est ( with Peter Doyle ), then running the De Bortoli 
Winery restaurant in the Yarra Valley  for 3 years before 
accepting the appointment at Bell’s at Killcare when it 
opened in late 2007.

Cam’s special offering is GRILLED OCTOPUS WITH 
CUCUMBER AND TOMATO SALSA which serves 4. 
He describes it as a ‘ refreshing summer salad perfect as 
a first course or as part of a summer lunch buffet. ‘ 

To braise the octopus : 1 large octopus fresh or fro-
zen with head removed.   1 onion, peeled and roughly 
chopped.  1 carrot, peeled and roughly chopped. 1 piece 
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OPEN 7 DAYS ... mEET KERRIE RYAN AND THE TEAm

in order that knowledge, wisdom, and skills can be 
shared, was a wonderful sight.

“Conversations heard amongst the children 
were a testament to the time that these ladies had 
put into preparing for their visit. Each child had the 
opportunity to knit his or her own little scarf. “In, 
over, through and off ” were the words of the day 
as the children enjoyed learning the century’s long 
tradition of knitting.

“The morning ended with a cheerful goodbye and 
a feeling of quiet sadness that the morning had come 
to an end. ‘Knit, knit, knit’ is what these ladies do best 
- which we know - because a week later Helen arrived 
with 20 individual scarfs finished for the children 
and their teddies. Fond memories still vivid in the 
children’s minds was emphasised with the gift of the 
scarf. I know, for a fact, as my son is still sleeping with 
his ‘squishy bear’ and his red scarf to this day.

“I would like to thank these ladies sincerely for 
their time, effort and endearing spirit that was shared 
amongst our very lucky children. Spending this 
morning connecting with our local community was 
so valuable and uplifting at a time in our lives that 
so often is marked by mistrust, horror and disaster,” 
Meghan concluded.

Footnote: If you would like to support the knit 2 
chat 2 cause please go their website – wrap with love - 
for all the information. 
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Those 1971 activities could hardly be described 
as endurance tests, as reports of those daring times 
suggested the competitors engaged in a “20-metre 
outward swim in the Killcare surf, then a return to the 
beach before an adjournment to the sanctuary of the 
surf club for ‘nips of rum and a hot lunch’.”

Since the ‘magnificent eight’ took their first 
tentative steps in the chilly April waters, the Hardys 
Bay Frigid Digits have graduated to become an 
integral part of local community life.

Meanwhile, during a sea voyage on the “Arcadia”, 
which plied between Sydney, Noumea, Fiji and 
Auckland, he met a young lady named Margaret 
O’Donnell from the Riverina town of Junee. 

Coincidentally, it transpired that their fathers were 
both bookmakers in their respective areas. 

“The Love Boat” was Brad’s description of the 
vessel.

He and Margaret were married in 1972 and lived 
at Wagstaffe until the following year before building 
at Copacabana, then returning to Wagstaffe following 
his mother’s passing in 1987.

As a Rugby League footballer, Brad enjoyed many 
satisfying moments. He played for the Woy Woy club 
with John Bourne (the present Killcare Surf Club’s 
beach events coach) and Bill Teasdell. 

During a productive 10-year term with the club, 
his teams participated in nine grand finals, winning 
seven.

In those days, in order to get to Woy Woy, the general 
mode of travel took one variously through Macmasters 
Beach, Kincumber and Gosford on a winding dirt road, 
but Brad’s preferred method for training purposes 
involved rowing across to Ettalong with Terry Longmore 
where they were picked up by another teammate and 
transported to the ground by car. 

The highlight of his footballing career came when 
his talents were recognised by the selectors and he 

was chosen to represent the Southern NSW Division 
which played against the touring 1970 Great Britain 
team at the Wollongong Showground. 

As a longtime resident of our area, Brad has 
observed a shifting landscape throughout the years. 
But have things changed? 

No hesitation here... “Not a bit. It has been a 
constant joy to live in such a great community. We are 
very lucky, indeed.” 

OUR FIRE SERVICE 

Michelle Biddulph, captain of the Killcare 
Wagstaffe Rural Fire Brigade, provides timely 

advice on coping with the winter period.
“One of the common misconceptions regarding 

the Rural Fire Service is that the winter months are 
quiet for our volunteers,” says Michelle. 

“This is far from the truth. Yes, we do not have the 
summer wildfires but we still attend hazard reductions, 
house fires, motor vehicle accidents, illegal burn-offs, 
training and the like. 

“In addition, our volunteers have been busily 
involved in many of our projects which have been 
designed to enhance the protection of our special 
community.

Fine Art, Handcrafts, Homewares, Giftware, Books and Music, Unique Finds

Open Wed to Sun 10am to 5pm

School Holidays  
Open 7 Days, 10am to 5pm

1/1 Killcare Road Killcare 2257
t/ (02) 4360 2257
w/ mooch@moochinside.com

LOCAL TAX AGENT
All Tax Returns

VIC WILMOT
Vic.Wilmot@gmail.com

BAS AIS

Small Business Specialist

Mobile Returns 
Service Available

Bus. 4360 2836 | MOB. 0438 177 811
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“One of these projects is our hydrant checking and 
cleaning project. Operational hydrants are vital to fire 
fighters and are situated along the water mains. They 
are very important, especially if we are at a house, car 
or bushfire where we need a lot of water. Fire vehicles 
will park near the hydrant and will refill with water.

“If you have a hydrant on your nature strip or 
outside your house you can help out by ensuring that 
the hydrant is easily accessible and not overgrown by 
mowing and edging around

“We have also been busy thinking of ways of 
how we can better engage with the community. 
Our facebook and twitter site has been set up and 
are well worth a visit. The facebook site is located at  
www.facebook.com/killcare. 

For those non-facebook users in our community, 
do not worry as you do not need to have a facebook 
account to have a look! 

We are also creating a new and improved website 
which we hope to link with that of the Hardys Bay 
Residents Group, namely www.hardysbay.com 

“Of course,” Michelle added, “our members are 
maintaining their fire fighting competencies by 
attending regular training sessions both at a Brigade 
and District level.” 

New members wanted!

In concluding, Michelle suggested that “this 
time of year is a perfect period for members of our 
community to join the Brigade. It allows plenty of 
time for new recruits to be trained and be ready for 
the next fire season. 

“I would highly recommend anyone over 15 years 
of age to consider it. It is such a great thing to do for 
both the community but also for yourself!” 

Anyone interested should call Michelle– 43602483 
or email: mail@killcarerfs.com 

DEBRIS ON KILLCARE BEACH…
COUNCIL ACTION APPLAUDED

The flooding in the Hawkesbury River earlier this 
year which isolated about 50 properties along the 

river also had a longer term impact on Killcare Beach 
and presented Gosford Council with a challenging 
problem. 

This flooding combined with very high tides and 
the release of water from Warragamba Dam (then 
reaching 92% capacity) brought record amounts of 
debris out of the mouth of the Hawkesbury River 
around Box Head onto Killcare Beach.

Residents and visitors have been required to 
negotiate obstacle courses of debris while walking 
along the beach. 

Innovative locals have enjoyed building structures 
from the different shapes and forms of timber while 
some more practical residents collected some smaller 
cuttings for winter firewood.

This problem presented a serious challenge for 
Gosford Council because its Licence only allows 
Council to use machinery to clean 100 metres either 
side of the patrolled area at the surf club end of the 
beach. 

Hours … Open 7 days from 7.30am  
– 4pm breakfast and lunch

Specialising in the Killcare Blend style coffee, artisan bread 
baked daily, pies, pastries and deli items, milk, newspapers

Shop 3 Killcare Rd Ph: 4360 1888

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome to the Christmas edition of Bay News.  On 

behalf of the Hardys Bay Residents Group, I wish to 
thank everyone for the enthusiastic support  of our 
aims and the acknowledgment of the positive approach 
we are taking to various issues which are vital to the 
community’s welfare.

In this issue, we report on the latest information 
regarding the major Development.  Among a mix of 
other features of general  interest  is a fascinating profile 
on a leading Killcare Surf Club identity, an update on 
Pretty Beach School’s progressive year, and a timely safety 
reminder from the local Rural Fire Service.

It has been another busy year and our various sub-
committees continue to work on a broad range of 
matters, of long and short-term consequence, which are 
of local relevance. We always look forward to receiving 
your comments and commend our website as an ideal 
communication source for all general matters.

We extend a warm welcome to our many new members 
throughout this year and our committee offers the    
heartiest greetings to all in the community for a safe, 
healthy and happy festive season.

Sincere good wishes,
Adrian Williams
President

According to a number of members of the Hardys Bay 
Residents Group, who were in attendance at the gath-
ering, it was inevitable that questions from the broadly 
representative group should focus  on whether the im-
proved plan would be sympathetic to the  surrounding 
area and would not present unreasonable impact on the 
neighbouring residents.

 With 37 of the 104 existing trees destined for  re-
moval, but with more to take their place, the applicant 
also submitted, at the time of this late assembly,  a land-
scape plan showing proposed plantings of native trees 
including spotted gum, the cheese tree and tuckeroo 
which would exceed the number of existing trees to be 
removed.

Eventually, following the Council meeting that eve-
ning, and the subsequent handing down of the decision, 
the planning report, in its summary, stated that the new 
plantings would provide vertical and horizontal bands 
of vegetation that would complement the established 
tree canopy on the site and the surrounding area.

The design of the building, it concluded, was expected 
to improve the appearance of the site and enhance the 
streetscape and foreshore.

However, despite the verdict  favouring  the developer,  
doubts over the issue continue to linger in a number of 
community minds. The decision has been cautiously ac-
cepted.

In the aftermath of the Council decision, the commu-
nity has expressed concerns  in respect to the building 
process, such as noise levels affecting neighbours and lo-
cal businesses throughout a lengthy period of construc-
tion … e.g. woodchipping, builders’ equipment move-
ments and traffic flow issues.

The DA approval carries some special conditions 
which will require regular monitoring by the commu-
nity. These include:

 1.   Tree protection is to be as per the arborist’s 
recommendation.

 2.   Replacement trees planted are to be of local 
native species and super advanced specimens.

 3.   Survival and establishment of landscaping is 
to be maintained for a period of 36 months from the 
Date of Occupation certificate.

 4.   Sound level output from the development is 

2
HBRG-XMAS-12pp.indd   2 12/5/2011   1:42:22 PM

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome to the Christmas edition of Bay News.  On 

behalf of the Hardys Bay Residents Group, I wish to 
thank everyone for the enthusiastic support  of our 
aims and the acknowledgment of the positive approach 
we are taking to various issues which are vital to the 
community’s welfare.

In this issue, we report on the latest information 
regarding the major Development.  Among a mix of 
other features of general  interest  is a fascinating profile 
on a leading Killcare Surf Club identity, an update on 
Pretty Beach School’s progressive year, and a timely safety 
reminder from the local Rural Fire Service.

It has been another busy year and our various sub-
committees continue to work on a broad range of 
matters, of long and short-term consequence, which are 
of local relevance. We always look forward to receiving 
your comments and commend our website as an ideal 
communication source for all general matters.

We extend a warm welcome to our many new members 
throughout this year and our committee offers the    
heartiest greetings to all in the community for a safe, 
healthy and happy festive season.

Sincere good wishes,
Adrian Williams
President

According to a number of members of the Hardys Bay 
Residents Group, who were in attendance at the gath-
ering, it was inevitable that questions from the broadly 
representative group should focus  on whether the im-
proved plan would be sympathetic to the  surrounding 
area and would not present unreasonable impact on the 
neighbouring residents.

 With 37 of the 104 existing trees destined for  re-
moval, but with more to take their place, the applicant 
also submitted, at the time of this late assembly,  a land-
scape plan showing proposed plantings of native trees 
including spotted gum, the cheese tree and tuckeroo 
which would exceed the number of existing trees to be 
removed.

Eventually, following the Council meeting that eve-
ning, and the subsequent handing down of the decision, 
the planning report, in its summary, stated that the new 
plantings would provide vertical and horizontal bands 
of vegetation that would complement the established 
tree canopy on the site and the surrounding area.

The design of the building, it concluded, was expected 
to improve the appearance of the site and enhance the 
streetscape and foreshore.

However, despite the verdict  favouring  the developer,  
doubts over the issue continue to linger in a number of 
community minds. The decision has been cautiously ac-
cepted.

In the aftermath of the Council decision, the commu-
nity has expressed concerns  in respect to the building 
process, such as noise levels affecting neighbours and lo-
cal businesses throughout a lengthy period of construc-
tion … e.g. woodchipping, builders’ equipment move-
ments and traffic flow issues.

The DA approval carries some special conditions 
which will require regular monitoring by the commu-
nity. These include:

 1.   Tree protection is to be as per the arborist’s 
recommendation.

 2.   Replacement trees planted are to be of local 
native species and super advanced specimens.

 3.   Survival and establishment of landscaping is 
to be maintained for a period of 36 months from the 
Date of Occupation certificate.

 4.   Sound level output from the development is 
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Your Killcare Peninsula specialists
Sales, permanent & holiday management

Contact Ingrid & the team

4360 1107 or 
mail.killcare@rh.com.au

2 Killcare Rd, Killcare rh.com.au/killcare

REGISTERED ARCHITECT
#5156
BSC	(ARCH)	B.ARCH	A.R.A.I.A.

82	GRANDVIEW	CR.	
KILLCARE	NSW	2257
T:	0243	602223	M:	0414	907782

E:	info@karenburkearchitect.com.au
www.karenburkearchitect.com.au
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As the patrolled area changes from day to day there 
is only some minor variation allowed.

Because of this constraint, Council is obliged to 
remove by hand any rubbish left or washed up onto 
the much larger area of Killcare Beach. 

Council is NOT permitted nor licensed to remove 
any seaweed from the beach below the mean high tide 
mark. 

It can sometimes move the weed down the beach 
after letting Fisheries know but the success of this 
activity is highly contingent on the tides and sea 
conditions which often negate all the good work.

Because of the these constraints and the fact that 
a lot of the recent debris on Killcare Beach consisted 
of logs measuring 3 to 4 metres and weighing up to a 
ton, the challenge to clean the beach was a formidable 
one and many beachgoing residents were concerned 
that nothing was happening.

Gosford Council’s Noxious Weeds and Beaches 
division addressed this challenge with an innovative 
solution approaching the RFS to obtain the relevant 
permission and guidance to burn the debris.

It developed appropriate risk management 
strategies in conjunction with the Fire Service and 
crews were allocated to move the debris into piles at 
different places along Killcare Beach.

After the burn, the residue was removed and the 
beach was raked by the beach tractor. 

This could not gather some of the smaller debris 
which will be collected as the summer months 
approach.

The HBRG inspected the beach and consequently 
sent a congratulatory letter to the general manager of 
Gosford Council on this innovative solution to the 
challenge of clearing this record amount of debris 

RENOWNED DALEYS POINT 
SCULPTOR…
COMMISSIONED TO CREATE PERPETUAL 
TROPHY FOR INTERNATIONAL YACHT RACE

 

Multi award-winning Australian sculptor, John 
Woulfe, of Daley’s Point, who has achieved 

worldwide recognition for his works, including 
appointments ranging variously from Wagstaffe to 
Finland, was recently commissioned to create the 
new Rolly Tasker Memorial Perpetual Trophy for the 
line honours winner in last month’s Fremantle to Bali 
yacht race, a major event on the international racing 
calendar.

Commissioned and donated by the Government 
of Western Australia, the magnificent trophy is a true 

KILLCARE CELLARS AND GENERAL STORE

Come in and see our extensive range of fine wines and beer, 
gourmet foods, sauces, dips, Australian and imported cheese, 

antipasto and breads. Also, a range of fresh meat, fruit and 
vegetables, bait, and, on weekends, fresh oysters.Select all 

your herbs from our herb garden with our compliments. 
We will take individual orders for private functions. 

Pam, Michael and Garry Janes.

Open 7 days
Winter Hours: Monday to Sunday 7.30am to 7pm

Ph : 4360 1179

Granny’s Cottage
Luxury Bed & Breakfast

•
~ Long Stays Welcome ~

16 Putty Beach Drive, Killcare
Tel: (02) 4360 1950

office@grannyscottage.com.au
www.grannyscottage.com.au

Killcare Kiosk on the Beach
Open Monday to Friday 9am to 3pm 

Weekends 9am to 4pm
Enjoy a delicious lunch, marvel at the view…  

great food, coffee & soft drinks.
Excellent service & prices!

Phone your orders. We also provide surf reports. 
A memorable experience.

Phone: 4360 1300

BAY NEWS – August 2013
6



7
BAY NEWS – August 2013

replica of Tasker’s famous red sloop, “Siska”, with the 
winner receiving a half-size replica (as pictured).

Using iconic and rare Australian timbers such as 
Red Cedar, Huon Pine, Blue Gum and Jarrah, and 
featured by stainless steel and Sydney sandstone, Mr. 
Woulfe is renowned for his special combination in a 
polished finish which attracts light and conveys the 
illusion of movement.

From a starting fleet of 33, the eventual line 
honours winner in a new race time of 5 days, 23 
hours, 30 minutes and 24 seconds was “Super Sled”, 
previously known as “Nicorette”, of Sydney to Hobart 
fame, whilst “General Lee”, an 11.3 metre Blakewell-
White design, gained the overall honours.

In the general rally component, “Yandanooka” 
was victorious, taking out both the multi-hull and 
the overall rally sections. The vessel’s Sailing Master 
was Hardys Bay resident, Adrian Williams, himself a 
veteran of 10 Sydney to Hobart campaigns.

Established in 1981 and covering 1440 nautical 
miles, the Fremantle to Bali race rally is one of the 
longest longest ocean races emanating from an 
Australian port. 

BRIEFS
CENTRAL DESERT ARTISTS VISIT  
BOUDDI GALLERY...

Two Central Desert artists, Billy and Lulu 
Cooley, were the centre of attention in mid-June 
when they visited the Bouddi Gallery at Killcare and 
demonstrated their painting skills, freely mingling 
with a large audience and outlining their craft to the 
many fascinated observers. 

Billy is internationally renowned for his 
frighteningly realistic, life size liru (venomous snake) 
carvings and Lulu for her piti and wira, or carved 
wooden bowls. 

He was born on a cattle station near the junction of 
the Northern Territory and Queensland borders and 
now lives with his Pitjantjatjara wife, Lulu, near the 
South Australian community of Amata.

Billy and Lulu are also well known for their walka 
boards, a painting and etching method using hot wire, 
which was developed by the artists at Maruka Arts in 
Uluru. In his younger years, Billy was an accomplished 
stockman, travelling widely and eventually meeting 
Lulu at Mulga Park Station.

He has exhibited extensively since 1990 including 
assignments in Japan. Both the National Gallery of 
Australia and the National Museum have acquired his 
works.
 

Lulu and Billy are pictured with Bouddi Gallery 
owner, Jody Deamer, during their visit to Killcare.
 

TREE REMOVAL...
Gosford City Council advises that “under Section 

96 (1A) amendment to the approved New Building 
Comprising 2 Commercial Premises on the Ground 
Floor with Shoptop Housing above and Demolition 
of Existing Buildings - Amend Conditions to Permit 
Removal of Trees 32 and 33, No. 58, 60 and 62 
Araluen Drive, Hardys Bay.”

NEW MEMBERS APPLICATION
Annual Membership: • Pensioners $5 • Members $10 • Families $15

Post to: The Secretary, Hardys Bay Residents Group, PO Box 4057, Wagstaffe NSW 2275

Name:Phone:Mob �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Address: �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Email:Signature:Date: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Hardys
Bay

Residents Group
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Bay News Editor  ................................ Allan Wilson
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Brent Walker, Allan Wilson 
Pauline Garde, Robert Hill 

Cliff Daniels, Sarah Bolt
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‘END OF AN ERA ‘PARTY’...
It may have been premature, perhaps, but an ‘End 

of an Era’ evening was staged at the Hardys Bay RSL 
Club on Saturday evening, June 29th, with a large 
attendance. The party had been planned a month 
previously as the club board believed at the time that 
a buyer was keen to renovate and lease back the club 
but negotiations fell through. However, despite the 
existing circumstances, plus the inclement weather, 
a surprisingly good crowd was on hand to dance and 
sing the night away to the accompaniment of the 
well-known band, ‘Ambiguous and Friends’. During 
the evening, raffles were conducted and local Federal 
member, Deborah O’ Neill, was present to draw out 
one of the lucky recipients. Generous donors included 
Killcare Cellars, the Empire Bay Tavern, local resident, 
John Brown, and the Cinema Paradiso, Ettalong.

At the time of BAY NEWS going to press, 
negotiations relating to the club’s future were still 
proceeding. In the meantime, the club board advises 
that it remains ‘business as usual’ and members are 
encouraged to renew their memberships and continue 
to support their club throughout an uncertain period.

KILLCARE SURF CLUB
Phone: 4360 2123 Casual dining for breakfast and lunch

•	  Mon and Thurs 8.30am - 3.30pm (breakfast and lunch) 

•	  Fri, Sat and Sun 7.30am - 3.30pm (breakfast and lunch)

•	  Dinner Friday and Saturday nights from 6pm. Curry night $25 pp.

Come and enjoy the fantastic view with great food and service.

OPEN

7 DAYS

EMPIRE BAY TAVERN
BAR – BISTRO – LOUNGE

KENO… TAB
Relaxed Environment… Cold Beers… Huge Meals

Light Entertainment
Family Friendly… Great Prices

Try our new Pizza Bar, open Wed to Sun from 5:30pm
Courtesy Bus Available

Open 7 Days

1 POOLE CLOSE, EMPIRE BAY PH: 02 4369 5840

Clarke’s Amcal Pharmacy
Lance Clarke B.Pharm., M.P.S.

Shop 4 Peninsula Plaza,

Woy Woy NSW 2256

Telephone (02) 4342 2256

Supermarket – Fast Food – Quality Fuel
Carwash – Vacuum – Trailer Hire

306 Empire Bay Drive (Wards Hill Rd)

Tel: 4369 8760

FoodWorks 
at BP Empire Bay

EvErything WEb
One-Hour Saturday Lessons  

At Your Computer On:
•	 Facebook,	Twitter,	Pinterest
•	 Google,	WebMail,	iPhone
•	 PowerPoint,	Word,	Outlook	etc

Ph Bernie 0439 822 482 to book

The RSL Club in its delightful wooded setting


