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“Welcome to the Secret Eden Down Under” 
trumpeted the headlines of the Travel 

section in a recent issue of the venerable London 
newspaper “ The Times” when it devoted the leading 
article to the joys of the NSW Central Coast, with 
a particular focus on the wonders of the Bouddi 
National Park and the tightly-knit communities of 
Killcare, Hardy’s Bay, Wagstaffe and Pretty Beach.

“The Times” enjoys a lengthy history. To many, 
it represents a way of life. The British daily national 
publication was first published in London in 1785 
under the title “The Daily Universal Register” 
and became “The Times” on January 1, 1788. In a 
September, 2013 audit, it claimed an average daily 
circulation of 399,978.

 Meanwhile, on his current mission of discovery, 
and at the completion of the brief seaplane flight 
from Rose Bay to this ‘haven of enchantment’ and 
‘the aircraft spiralled down onto the dappled water 
of a shimmering bay’ - as the newspaper’s travel 
correspondent described the scene, he was introduced 
to his first experience of the typical laid-back Aussie.

As an Englishman puzzled by the surroundings, 

he asked the obvious question of a fellow passenger: 
“Where are we?” The reply was “this would be Hardy’s 
Bay, mate, and we’d be at the southern end of the 
Central New South Wales coast.” 

As they puttered towards the wharf at the bay on 
the passenger pick-up craft after disembarking from 
the plane, the journalist puzzled over his companion’s 
description. He couldn’t help feeling that the area 
merited a more definitive account in terms of branding. 
Then again, he reasoned, perhaps that’s a good thing 
because if the branding were better this delicious 
corner of Australia would be known to everyone, 
rather than just a few of the rich and knowledgeable 
- and the whole place would be overrun.

In his review, the writer offered the observation 
that the relative anonymity of the area is one reason 
why much of the beauty has been perfectly preserved 
and protected by those who value its lifestyle with the 
inescapable allure.

He asks his driver, who is transporting him to his 
accommodation, Bells at Killcare, if he would kindly 
make a slight detour and take him to a lookout which 
offered panoramic views of the spectacular Brisbane 

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR OUR COMMUNITY…
Legendary London newspaper unveils the joys of down under

Hardys
Bay
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Water and beyond. It is a breathtaking experience 
as the whole essence of this visit seemingly unfolds 
before him.

Happy, but exhausted, he checks into Bells which, 
in a “Cool Guide to the Northern Backwaters” 
adjoining The Times feature article , is described thus: 
“Here, you stay in one or two-storey cottages rather 
than rooms. All are airy and modern and scattered 
around gardens full of exuberant birdlife. They boast 
cosy wood fires, barbecue-equipped balconies and 
lavish bathrooms, some with pretty views of the lake”.

The next morning, our intrepid travel writer, “filled 
with a wholesome breakfast and spiffing cappuccino, 
organises a return ferry trip from Wagstaffe to the 
“rather posh” Palm Beach which provides him 
with a close-up view of the Brisbane Water spilling 
into the open sea. A final overnight at his Killcare 
accommodation and he prepares to put a close to his 
‘wonderful idyll’. It was all too brief.

Our Bay ... The Rip Bridge  frames the idyllic setting 

Prior to boating out to the appointment with his 
seaplane on the bay, he pauses to admire the scene 
from the wharf with the Rip Bridge framing the 
Hardy’s Bay setting.

It was a case of ‘throw a little smile her way; she 
may even smile back’ , he said , obviously with feeling.

His parting reflections? “I’m glad not many people 
know about the Brisbane Water and the ‘southern end 
of the central New South Wales coast.

“It has to be one of Down Under’s most closely 
guarded secrets.”  

President’s Message
Welcome to our Christmas edition of Bay News. 

This Christmas is tinged with sadness at 
the loss of one of our founding members and 
original editor of this humble publication Allan 
Wilson, there is a brief obituary in this edition 
dedicated to a true gentleman and much loved 
member of our community. 

Also in this issue, we highlight the areas 
international reputation, Pearl farming in Broken 
Bay, and report on widely varied topics such as 
our local Fire Service and its timely warning to 
our citizens, the Pretty Beach Primary School 
- with its busy programme of activities for the 
children, the long flight of the “ Mutton Bird” off 
Killcare beach, a profile on a widely-respected 
citizen and a comprehensive surf club report in 
addition to other features of interest.

We extend a warm welcome to all new 
members and are proud, too, of our rapidly-
increasing membership ranks. We particularly 
wish to thanks the many people supporting us 
with kind donations and remind everybody that 
new members are always welcome. We always 
look forward to receiving the community’s 
comments and particularly wish to thank the 
many people who are working so hard to assist 
in achieving these successful outcomes.

We extend our warmest greetings to all for a 
safe and happy festive season.

Best Wishes to all
Adrian Williams
President

Tuesday, Dec 24 – Open for dinner  
– Sorry no locals menu
Wednesday, Dec 25  
– Christmas Day Lunch – Booked out
Wednesday, Dec 25  
– Closed for dinner
Thursday Dec 26 – Open for dinner
Tuesday Dec 31 - Open for dinner  
– Sorry no locals menu
Wednesday January 1  
– Open for dinner

Unfortunately, we can not offer the 
locals menu during this busy time. 
Locals menu resumes  
Tuesday Jan 28, 2014

Bells Day Spa open all year, 
except Christmas Day

Christmas trading at Manfredi at Bells

4349 7000  www.bellsatkillcare.com.au
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PEARLS FROM THE BAY…

Ian Crisp and Peter Clift directors of Broken Bay 
Pearls have been helpful in clearing some of the 

abandoned oyster leases within the Bay. They have also 
been hard at work developing a local pearl industry. 
Broken Bay Pearls was formed by a group of oyster 
farmers in 2005 .They originally started as a pearl shell 
production company with the view of supplying to a 
Japanese company based in Port Stephens. However, 
following the demise of the Port Stephens company it 
was decided to embark on farming pearls locally. 

After a number of years in the development BBP 
has now just completed its 6th harvest. Ian says they 
are finding that Brisbane Waters was a good choice for 
producing very high quality Akoya Pearls. One of the 
big assets for BBP is the consistent oceanic flushing 
in Brisbane Waters. Local production is considered 
to be well south for pearl production compared to 
the Western Australian industry. However as Ian 
says “but for the Akoya pearls we are producing this 
seems to be an advantage”. The pearl oysters farmed 
in Brisbane waters are one of two pearl oyster species 
native to Broken Bay. The species extend from about 
Jervis Bay right through to northern Queensland.

The Akoya pearl oysters found in the more tropical 
waters are considered to be of poor shell colour and 
lustre, as you come south on the east coast the colour 
of the shell or mother of pearl improves greatly. “In 
Brisbane Waters we have found that the native Akoya’s 
have a much better colour for producing beautiful 
pearls” reports Ian. 

BBP are now producing a range of pinks, silvers, 
whites, blues and the occasional gold pearls, all of their 
pearls are guaranteed to be natural cultured pearls and 
in no way treated, bleached or dyed and as Ian states 
“we take great pride in the quality of our pearls and our 
technicians Rose Crisp and Kazue Tucker are constantly 
looking to produce even better and bigger Akoya pearls”.

Clarke’s Amcal Pharmacy
Lance Clarke B.Pharm., M.P.S.

Shop 4 Peninsula Plaza,

Woy Woy NSW 2256

Telephone (02) 4342 2256

A 9mm Akoya Pearl.

As the species is not in high enough numbers to 
collect or catch in the wild Broken Bay Pearls and 
NSW Fisheries run a breeding program in which all 
of their stock is produced in a hatchery from oysters 
selected from the wild, this is an important part of the 
production cycle as they are selecting from the best 
oysters for colour shape and lustre to breed from. 
BBP receive the oysters from the hatchery when they 
are about 1mm in size, from this size it takes approx 
two years to get the oysters up to seeding size. Once 
the oyster is seeded it then takes another 18 months 
to produce the pearl.

Once the pearls are harvested they are graded by 
size, colour and quality.

Broken Bay Pearls are currently selling their pearls 
in Australia, and are available locally in East Gosford 
at NV Jewellers, and in Sydney - Percy Marks, in 
Melbourne at Rutherfords and in Canberra at 
Briolette jewellers. 

They have also just launched a branded BBP 
manufactured range of earrings and pendants which 
they hope to roll out across Australia in the next 
12 months. For more information email info@
brokenbaypearls.com or call Ian on 0427394388 or 
Peter on 0417115731. 

KILLCARE CELLARS AND GENERAL STORE

Come in and see our extensive range of fine wines and beer, 
gourmet foods, sauces, dips, Australian and imported cheese, 

antipasto and breads. Also, a range of fresh meat, fruit and 
vegetables, bait, and, on weekends, fresh oysters.Select all 

your herbs from our herb garden with our compliments. 
We will take individual orders for private functions. 

Pam, Michael and Garry Janes.

Open 7 days
Winter Hours: Monday to Sunday 7.30am to 7pm

Ph : 4360 1179
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SAD END TO A LONG FLIGHT…

The story behind the large number of dead birds 
found on Killcare beach recently is that the mass 

deaths are a natural result of the bird’s epic migration 
from Bass Strait to the Bering Sea on the edge of 
the Arctic Circle and return. The 30,000km return 
journey sees a number of birds reach the limits of 
their endurance, falling into the sea and being washed 
up on our shores as they near the end of their journey. 
Birds have been known to complete this distance 
within six weeks

Millions of mutton birds (also known as short-
tailed shearwaters) flew past Killcare Beach on the 
Saturday of the long weekend in October on their 
annual migration south. The estimate of the number 
of birds is reasonable in that in 1798, Matthew 
Flinders estimated that there were at least 100 million 
such birds within a single flock sighted in Bass Strait.

The “fly-by” was witnessed by an intrepid fisherman 
(a committee member) as he rounded Box Head (the 
northern headland to Broken Bay). The mutton birds 
were in such numbers that they were hitting the boat’s 
flybridge. The intensity of the migration extended for 
at least 5 miles to sea which is where you can often see 
ships anchored off Killcare Beach. 

The name “mutton bird” was supposedly used by 
the early settlers on Norfolk Island who harvested 
adult “providence petrels” for food. The petrels were 
similar to but larger than the short- tailed shearwater 
and an officer in the Royal Marines supposedly called 
them the “flying sheep”. When the petrels became 
extinct the name “mutton bird” was applied to the 
short tailed shearwater and they have been called 
mutton birds ever since.

Approximately 23,000,000 mutton birds breed 
in burrows in about 285 colonies in South Eastern 
Australia from September to April. 18 million of these 

arrive in Tasmania each year. There are known to be at 
least 167 colonies in Tasmania and an estimated 11.4 
million burrows. The largest colony is on Babel Island 
which has 3 million burrows.

Short-tailed Shearwaters – Mutton Bird

Although mutton birds are one of the world most 
remarkable migratory birds, their migratory path has 
been difficult to establish because the birds generally 
don’t come to shore during the months of their 
migration. This year however they seem to have come 
close to shore as evidenced by the sighting on the 
long weekend and the number of dead birds on the 
beaches. 

Newspaper articles have reported exhausted and 
starved birds also washed up on beaches right down 
the coast of New South Wales.  

L'AnxAnetA
In The Old Killcare Store

• Breakfast, Lunch, Coffees and 
Cakes served 7 Days from 
7.30am to 4pm.

• Open for Dinner on Friday and 
Saturday Nights from 6pm.

• New Menus In Place with Daily 
Specials and Market Fresh Fish 
for Dinner.

• Children's Menu Now Available

• We are Fully Licensed 
• Functions and Special Events 

Catered for
• Bookings Always Welcomed

54 Araluen Drive, Hardys Bay 2257

Tel: 4360 1667 
Email: lanxaneta@bigpond.com 
www.lanxaneta.com.au

Granny’s Cottage
Luxury Bed & Breakfast

•
~ Long Stays Welcome ~

16 Putty Beach Drive, Killcare
Tel: (02) 4360 1950

office@grannyscottage.com.au
www.grannyscottage.com.au
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COLLABORATIVE CREATIVITY 
AROUND THE BAYS…

Local artists Jean Scott and John Woulfe have 
joined forces to create an exhibition in Gosford 

Gallery’s Foyer Gallery based on their interpretations 
of the waterways of the Central Coast. Both have 
found inspiration in the region’s extensive beaches 
and bays but they create their works in quite different 
ways. 

The “Maritime Musings” exhibition will include 
Jean’s contemporary paintings and mixed media 
works, and John’s sculptures in stainless steel, native 
timbers, and local stone. Highlights will be several 
inventive and highly original collaborative works 
that make use of the skills of each artist and test their 
creative boundaries.

As John’s sculptures are highly polished using 
stainless steel and timbers, Jean decided after much 
deliberation to look at rusty old freighters for 
inspiration. When looking, her attention was drawn 
to the waterline, where the fascinating markings of 
the load lines (or Plimsoll lines) were often dripping 
with rust on the side of the ship. These became her 
inspiration for part of the exhibition.

“We decided to do one or two collaborative works 
but as things progressed and we sparked creative 
thoughts with each other, a new idea would evolve so 
now there are four totally original joint works, each 
quite different, combining various surfaces, textures, 
paint and stainless steel. They are certainly unique,” 
Jean said.

At first the idea of creating combined works 
seemed daunting, but it has been fun, she added. “It 
has been a great challenge to find a totally original 
concept using our preferred mediums, but we’re both 
excited with what we have achieved.”

Supermarket – Fast Food – Quality Fuel
Carwash – Vacuum – Trailer Hire

306 Empire Bay Drive (Wards Hill Rd)

Tel: 4369 8760

FoodWorks 
at BP Empire Bay

Hours … Open 7 days from 7.30am  
– 4pm breakfast and lunch

Specialising in the Killcare Blend style coffee, artisan bread 
baked daily, pies, pastries and deli items, milk, newspapers

Shop 3 Killcare Rd Ph: 4360 1888

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome to the Christmas edition of Bay News.  On 

behalf of the Hardys Bay Residents Group, I wish to 
thank everyone for the enthusiastic support  of our 
aims and the acknowledgment of the positive approach 
we are taking to various issues which are vital to the 
community’s welfare.

In this issue, we report on the latest information 
regarding the major Development.  Among a mix of 
other features of general  interest  is a fascinating profile 
on a leading Killcare Surf Club identity, an update on 
Pretty Beach School’s progressive year, and a timely safety 
reminder from the local Rural Fire Service.

It has been another busy year and our various sub-
committees continue to work on a broad range of 
matters, of long and short-term consequence, which are 
of local relevance. We always look forward to receiving 
your comments and commend our website as an ideal 
communication source for all general matters.

We extend a warm welcome to our many new members 
throughout this year and our committee offers the    
heartiest greetings to all in the community for a safe, 
healthy and happy festive season.

Sincere good wishes,
Adrian Williams
President

According to a number of members of the Hardys Bay 
Residents Group, who were in attendance at the gath-
ering, it was inevitable that questions from the broadly 
representative group should focus  on whether the im-
proved plan would be sympathetic to the  surrounding 
area and would not present unreasonable impact on the 
neighbouring residents.

 With 37 of the 104 existing trees destined for  re-
moval, but with more to take their place, the applicant 
also submitted, at the time of this late assembly,  a land-
scape plan showing proposed plantings of native trees 
including spotted gum, the cheese tree and tuckeroo 
which would exceed the number of existing trees to be 
removed.

Eventually, following the Council meeting that eve-
ning, and the subsequent handing down of the decision, 
the planning report, in its summary, stated that the new 
plantings would provide vertical and horizontal bands 
of vegetation that would complement the established 
tree canopy on the site and the surrounding area.

The design of the building, it concluded, was expected 
to improve the appearance of the site and enhance the 
streetscape and foreshore.

However, despite the verdict  favouring  the developer,  
doubts over the issue continue to linger in a number of 
community minds. The decision has been cautiously ac-
cepted.

In the aftermath of the Council decision, the commu-
nity has expressed concerns  in respect to the building 
process, such as noise levels affecting neighbours and lo-
cal businesses throughout a lengthy period of construc-
tion … e.g. woodchipping, builders’ equipment move-
ments and traffic flow issues.

The DA approval carries some special conditions 
which will require regular monitoring by the commu-
nity. These include:

 1.   Tree protection is to be as per the arborist’s 
recommendation.

 2.   Replacement trees planted are to be of local 
native species and super advanced specimens.

 3.   Survival and establishment of landscaping is 
to be maintained for a period of 36 months from the 
Date of Occupation certificate.

 4.   Sound level output from the development is 
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John too was pushed in new directions. “I’m always 
experimenting with new textures and finishes that 
will attract light and give the illusion of movement,” 
John explained. “I’ve destroyed a lot of stainless trying 
new techniques, but it’s very satisfying when you find 
something new that works.”

Jean Scott and John Woulfe

As for the exhibition: “Viewers can expect the 
unexpected,” Jean noted.

Maritime Musings will open in the Foyer Gallery 
of Gosford Regional Gallery (36 Webb St, East 
Gosford), on November 30, 2013, and will remain 
open until January 8, 2014. Open 7 days a week 10am 
- 4pm. http://www.gosfordregionalgallery.com/

exhibitions.htm 
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SURF CLUB REPORT

Surf club president Leah Fotofili reports on the 
season past and looks to a successful season ahead 

with the help of the clubs many volunteers.
We look back on the past surf life saving season 

with great pride for the fact that our 100 dedicated 
voluntary patrolling members again kept 33,000 
visitors to our beach safe. We are grateful to them on 
behalf of the 140 people who received first aid, the 10 
people who were rescued from the water and a further 
400 who were assisted through the preventative 
actions undertaken by patrolling members. It is 
always a great relief to all of our members when 
another season goes by without major incidence, 
when the training we undertake pays off and we all 
come out the other end of a season unscathed. As 
we look forward to this season we do so with the 
knowledge that we are all prepared for whatever is to 
come, and we thank the members who have again put 
their hands up to protect the people who join us on 
our beautiful stretch of sand.

We are also excited to watch our nipper movement 
grow, learn and compete at our club, branch and at 
the State carnival which will again be held at Umina. 
Last season was very successful for our nippers with 
the introduction of professional board training and 
also training on the beach. This will extend into this 
season and it is exciting to think that we will again be 
represented at carnivals, in the water in the swim and 
the board. Developing our nippers is an investment in 
the future of the club, providing them with the skills 
they will need to move up into the senior life saving 
ranks.

The AGM this year saw a changing of the guard 
with the decision of our Secretary, Jim Woods, to not 
stand again. An enormous thanks to Jim and his wife 
Ginny for all of the hours they have put into the club 
over the years. The position of secretary was filled by 

Tegan Spackman who bumped up the numbers of 
woman on the executive. Tegan joins Michaela Hofer , 
Treasurer, Leah Fotofili, president, Laura Washington 
and Jackie Payne, Training officers and Mal Cooper, 
Club Captain. We also welcome life member, Phil 
Tubby, as Vice Club Captain.

This year looks to be another successful year not 
only in our core business of life saving but also on 
a competitive level in surf carnivals. Last season we 
were proud to again win numerous medals at all levels 
of competition and hope to repeat these performances 
again this season. Our competitors are all training for 
the upcoming competitive season with a number 
of new under 18 members joining our coach, John 
Bourne’s training sessions.

This season we also say a big thank you to Louisa 
and Phil Scutts for all of their tireless work putting 
on our annual art show. Louisa and Phil have handed 
over the reigns this year and Jody Deamer and her 
team who are working towards hosting yet another 
professional exhibition at our club, opening on the 
27th of December and running for two weeks into the 
new year. The art show is our major fundraiser and 
provides much needed funds for the purchase of life 
saving equipment. It is always an exciting time with 
amazing support from well established awarded artists 
and some amazing emerging talent too. The support 
of the community at this event is not only appreciated 
but essential as all monies raised is put back into the 
purchase of rescue equipment that allows us to better 
protect the people visiting our beach. 
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Your Killcare Peninsula specialists
Sales, permanent & holiday management

Contact Ingrid & the team

4360 1107 or 
mail.killcare@rh.com.au

2 Killcare Rd, Killcare rh.com.au/killcare

was established and the members duly appointed. The 
first Captain was Mr. John Stewart, a storekeeper from 
Pretty Beach, the Vice Captain was Mr. Arthur Cains, 
the Pretty Beach Schoolmaster and the senior driver was 
Mr. Tom Hansen, retired.

The present Killcare/Wagstaffe Brigade is amongst the 
most active in the Gosford district and responds to all 
incidents including bush fires, structure fires, car acci-
dents/fires, and, additionally, supports other agencies in 
times of natural disasters.

The current Captain, Steve Farrell, advises that the 
team of about 26 members has made significant contri-
butions in activities including community engagements, 
training, Hazard Reductions and maintenance, totalling 
over 2,900 hours throughout the past 12 months in the 
process.  In this period, too, the members have attended 
63 separate callouts, a 16% increase on the previous year.

Steve advises that during periods of increased fire 
danger and when there is a bush fire in our area, it is im-
portant that residents remain fully aware of the situation 
and understand the Bush Fire Alert Levels.

It is vital, he stresses, that people should stay updated 
by looking and listening for information on TV, radio, 
the internet, mobile phones or by calling 1800 NSWRFS 
( 1800 679 737 ).

“If you receive a Bush Fire Alert, you must take it seri-
ously “, Steve emphasizes.  “Failure to do so can put your 
life at risk.”

“The Brigade sincerely thanks the folks in our com-
munity who continue to provide assistance in so many 
ways and we would like to wish everyone a safe and hap-
py holiday season.”

On a sad note, a general meeting of the Brigade re-

corded the untimely passing of Steve Dunlop during 
the previous month. Steve passed away from a heart at-
tack while holidaying in Bali. He joined the Brigade in 
2004 and during his time as a member attended 132 Fire 
Calls, 5 Campaign Fires and went away on one extend-
ed deployment to Bathurst. He was elected to the posi-
tion of Brigade Secretary in 2007. It was recorded that “ 
Steve will be greatly missed, both as a friend and for the 
contribution he made to the local Brigade and the local 
community. “

In the meantime, Hardys Bay resident, Mrs. Ruth Dun-
lop, Steve’s mother, wishes to extend her sincere thanks 
to the many people in the community who have passed 
on their kind condolences over his sad passing.

MAN WITH THE MIDAS TOUCH
The inner city suburb of Erskineville could hardly be 

described as a seaside retreat yet it played a most unlike-
ly role in a dramatic increase in the Killcare Surf Club’s 
active membership ranks.

When, on a whim one day back in 1957, John Bourne 
and a number of his ‘ Ersko ‘ colleagues decided to check 
out the Central Coast as a possible holiday destination, 
they chanced upon the tranquil haven of Killcare. A new 
world opened up. They were highly impressed with the 
lifestyle on display.

A routine of frequent weekend visits to the local surf 
club followed for the boys and their enthusiasm for the 
new coastal experience even extended to organizing raf-
fles at their local Erskineville hotel, with winners trans-
ported by bus, through the proceeds of the initiative, for 
a day’s inspection of the club.

Consequently, membership of the surf club at that 
time escalated.  It could well have been termed   ‘The 
Erskineville Push ‘.

John adapted to an exciting new form of activity rap-
idly, commencing patrols in 1959 when he gained his 
bronze medallion. Specialising in beach sprints and 
beach flags, as well as being a relay team member, his 
first coach was the legendary John Annand who had won 
3 Australian beach sprint titles during a distinguished 
career and whose father had been an inaugural member 
of the Killcare club’s bronze squad in the early 1930s.
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Post Office & Newsagent, Commonwealth Bank Agent
Take away Hot Foods, Cappuccino, Soft Drinks, Ice Creams, Groceries, 
Vegetables, Bait, Tackle, Fishing Licence, Gas refills, Mobile Recharge, 

Tennis Courts, Racquet Hire available
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PROFILE…
MICHELLE BIDDULPH

Michelle and 
husband Steve 

moved to the area in 
1998.” we stumbled 
onto the area” said 
Michelle, “and at the 
time I wondered if there 
was a suburb and did it 
have a real estate agent? 
“ 

The availability of a 
good school, being beside the water, reasonable home 
prices, were all vital factors in the decision-making to 
move to Killcare.

They had met when at their place of employment, 
Sydney Water at West Ryde where they were both 
environmental scientists ( coastal ). Mother of 2 
lovely girls Jessica and Mia who attend Pretty Beach 
public Michelle is also a busy working mum.

A brochure in her mail box “members needed” 
was the catalyst for this community spirited couple to 
join the Killcare RFS. Michelle thought she would be 
making tea and sandwiches, however her leadership 
and organisational skills were quickly recognised and 
with husband Steve were appointed deputy captain in 
1999 and in 2012 Michelle Biddulph was appointed 
the first lady captain in the brigade’s 58year history. 

Steve was captain of the KWRFB from 2000 
to 2004 before an appointment in 2005 as Group 
Captain. In the recent bushfires which raged in NSW, 
the Killcare Brigade sent crews to Heatherbrae and 
the Blue Mountains with Steve Biddulph a team 
leader responsible for 5 vehicles and 20 volunteers. 
Michelle was coordinating operations and on stand 
by in case of a fire strike locally.

As captain she is leading a team of 12-15 active 
regulars ranging in age from 18-70, with a membership 
of 30 and always wanting new recruits, this dedicated 
community spirited lady leads a very busy life. 
Michelle says the highlights of her involvement with 
the RFS are “the mateship and meeting people in the 
community” She also hopes that she inspire more 
women to join the brigade and recommends it to all. 
Thanks Michelle. 

John Bourne later married Wendy, John Annand’s 
sister, and a member of a respected family of long time 
Hardys Bay residents. The newly-weds moved to this 
area in the early 1960s and in November last, celebrated 
their 50th anniversary.

For the past 30 years, occasionally broken by inter-
state work commitments, John Bourne has been the 
club coach at Killcare and his mentoring achievements 
throughout the duration have produced remarkable 
results.  Those under his stewardship have praised his 
patient approach and an uncanny ability to extract the 
very best efforts from his charges when it counts most. 
Attaining gold medals in major competitions could well 
be likened to one who possesses a “ Midas “ touch.

Highlights of a golden career for his teams have in-
cluded 5 Men’s Open Beach Relay victories at the Aus-
tralian SLSA Championships and 4 consecutive success-
es in the World titles between 2000 and 2006 ( staged 
every second year ) when held in Sydney, Italy, the USA 
and Lorne, Victoria.

But perhaps the crowning achievement came when 
his club’s Beach Relay team was inducted into the SLSA’s 
Hall of Fame last August.

“ Our team was formed in 1999, mainly to boost pa-
trol members for the club, “ he recalled. “ At the time we 
only had 20 patrolling members so the new relay team 
combined with the local winter swimming club in add-
ing much-needed members. Within a year we won the 
State, National and World titles which was an amazing 

feat by our boys.”
And, on the subject of the local winter swimming club, 

the Hardys Bay Frigid Digits, John maintains an all-year-
round involvement with the water.   “ The Man with the 
Midas Touch “ has been an active member of the Digits 
since its inception 40 years ago. 

OUR MASTER CHEFS
Blessed with such a rich smorgasbord of culinary of-

ferings in our local communities, we felt it would be 
timely to invite some of our chefs de cuisine to provide 
us with their trademark recipes which are designed to 
delight.  In the first of a 3-part series, Cameron Cansdell 
of Bell’s at Killcare, offers, for our indulgence, a special 
recipe.

 
CAMERON CANSDELL has an impressive curricu-

lum vitae, having worked at such respected establish-
ments as Belmondo at The Rocks, Sydney ( with Steve 
Manfredi ), Bistro Moncur, ( with Damien Pignolet ) 
and Est ( with Peter Doyle ), then running the De Bortoli 
Winery restaurant in the Yarra Valley  for 3 years before 
accepting the appointment at Bell’s at Killcare when it 
opened in late 2007.

Cam’s special offering is GRILLED OCTOPUS WITH 
CUCUMBER AND TOMATO SALSA which serves 4. 
He describes it as a ‘ refreshing summer salad perfect as 
a first course or as part of a summer lunch buffet. ‘ 

To braise the octopus : 1 large octopus fresh or fro-
zen with head removed.   1 onion, peeled and roughly 
chopped.  1 carrot, peeled and roughly chopped. 1 piece 

5
HBRG-XMAS-12pp.indd   5 12/5/2011   1:42:23 PM

John Bourne later married Wendy, John Annand’s 
sister, and a member of a respected family of long time 
Hardys Bay residents. The newly-weds moved to this 
area in the early 1960s and in November last, celebrated 
their 50th anniversary.

For the past 30 years, occasionally broken by inter-
state work commitments, John Bourne has been the 
club coach at Killcare and his mentoring achievements 
throughout the duration have produced remarkable 
results.  Those under his stewardship have praised his 
patient approach and an uncanny ability to extract the 
very best efforts from his charges when it counts most. 
Attaining gold medals in major competitions could well 
be likened to one who possesses a “ Midas “ touch.

Highlights of a golden career for his teams have in-
cluded 5 Men’s Open Beach Relay victories at the Aus-
tralian SLSA Championships and 4 consecutive success-
es in the World titles between 2000 and 2006 ( staged 
every second year ) when held in Sydney, Italy, the USA 
and Lorne, Victoria.

But perhaps the crowning achievement came when 
his club’s Beach Relay team was inducted into the SLSA’s 
Hall of Fame last August.

“ Our team was formed in 1999, mainly to boost pa-
trol members for the club, “ he recalled. “ At the time we 
only had 20 patrolling members so the new relay team 
combined with the local winter swimming club in add-
ing much-needed members. Within a year we won the 
State, National and World titles which was an amazing 

feat by our boys.”
And, on the subject of the local winter swimming club, 

the Hardys Bay Frigid Digits, John maintains an all-year-
round involvement with the water.   “ The Man with the 
Midas Touch “ has been an active member of the Digits 
since its inception 40 years ago. 

OUR MASTER CHEFS
Blessed with such a rich smorgasbord of culinary of-

ferings in our local communities, we felt it would be 
timely to invite some of our chefs de cuisine to provide 
us with their trademark recipes which are designed to 
delight.  In the first of a 3-part series, Cameron Cansdell 
of Bell’s at Killcare, offers, for our indulgence, a special 
recipe.

 
CAMERON CANSDELL has an impressive curricu-

lum vitae, having worked at such respected establish-
ments as Belmondo at The Rocks, Sydney ( with Steve 
Manfredi ), Bistro Moncur, ( with Damien Pignolet ) 
and Est ( with Peter Doyle ), then running the De Bortoli 
Winery restaurant in the Yarra Valley  for 3 years before 
accepting the appointment at Bell’s at Killcare when it 
opened in late 2007.

Cam’s special offering is GRILLED OCTOPUS WITH 
CUCUMBER AND TOMATO SALSA which serves 4. 
He describes it as a ‘ refreshing summer salad perfect as 
a first course or as part of a summer lunch buffet. ‘ 

To braise the octopus : 1 large octopus fresh or fro-
zen with head removed.   1 onion, peeled and roughly 
chopped.  1 carrot, peeled and roughly chopped. 1 piece 

5
HBRG-XMAS-12pp.indd   5 12/5/2011   1:42:23 PM

OPEN 7 DAYS ... mEET KERRIE RYAN AND THE TEAm

SAFE BOATING SPEEDS…

Roads and Maritime Services Boating Safety 
Officer Mark Raward highlights safe boating 

speeds.
Brisbane Water and the channels near Hardy’s Bay 

are subject to speed restrictions which boaters need 
to be aware of so it is essential to know the speed your 
vessel is travelling. 

Here is a helpful hint, an area with a 4 knot speed 
limit generally means travelling at walking pace while 
8 knots is around jogging speed. 

Boaters are reminded that the absence of speed 
limit notices in an area of waterway does not mean 
that there are no controls on vessel speed. All vessel 
operators should operate their vessel in accordance 
with the “Safe Speed” requirement of the International 
Collision regulations: All vessels must travel at a safe 
speed at all times.

Safe boating speed cannot be expressed as a 
maximum or minimum number of knots because it 
varies with circumstances and conditions. The master 
(skipper) must continually assess the safety of the 
vessel’s speed.

A safe speed is one at which the vessel can be 
stopped in time to avoid any danger which may arise 
suddenly. In judging a safe speed the master must 
consider a number of issues including visibility, other 
vessels, navigation hazards and manoeuvrability of 
the vessel.

If your vessel does not have a speedometer, you 
must be able to determine if you are exceeding a local 
speed limit. For example, if your boat is planing in a 
restricted speed zone it is likely that you are exceeding 
the speed limit, so slow down.

Make sure you are always travelling at a safe speed 
on the water. 
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PREPARE ACT AND SURVIVE…

The 2013/2014 fire season has definitely arrived 
with devastating fires already having significant 

impacts on NSW communities. Killcare Wagstaffe 
Rural Fire Brigade was part of the contingent of 
fire fighting units sent to assist at these fires in 
Heatherbrae, Bilpin and to the Putty Rd.

The fires are a timely reminder that we need to 
prepare our properties against the threat of bush fire 
or ember attack in our area.

Local RFS captain Michelle Biddulph emphasises 
the importance of preparation, pointing out that a 
well prepared home is more likely to survive a bush 
fire, and commented. “Even if your plan is to Leave 
Early, the more you prepare your home, the more 
likely it will survive bush fire or ember attack.” Other 
points Captain Biddulph made were a well prepared 
home will give you more protection if a fire threatens 
suddenly and you cannot leave and have to take 
shelter, less likely to put your neighbours’ homes at 
risk and helps RFS firefighters defend your property.

In a bush fire many houses are destroyed through 
ember attack, when burning twigs and leaves carried 
by the wind land on or around the house. Even houses 
away from the direct path of the fire can be affected.

The RFS suggest you look for the places embers 
could start fires - on the roof, under the floor and 
around windows and doors - and take action to 
prevent them.

Some of the actions recommended that you 
should take around your property are,

cutting back any overhanging trees or shrubs and 
disposing of the cuttings appropriately, checking the 
condition of your roof and replacing any damaged 
or missing tiles, enclose underfloor areas. Regular 
checking and cleaning of the roof gutters and 
downpipes and fitting quality metal leaf guards are 
also a key part of preparation.

Michelle Biddulph RFS Captain

The RFS also advise a stock of “being Prepared” 
brochures are available from the service and can be 
obtained at any of its many fund raising events. There 
is also a helpful App Fires Near Me which is the 
official RFS site.  

KILLCARE SURF CLUB

Phone: 4360 2123 Casual dining for breakfast and lunch

•  Mon and Thurs 8.30am - 3.30pm (breakfast and lunch) 

•  Fri, Sat and Sun 7.30am - 3.30pm (breakfast and lunch)

•  Dinner Friday and Saturday nights from 6pm. Curry night $25 pp.

Come and enjoy the fantastic view with great food and service.

OPEN

7 DAYS

Fine Art, Handcrafts, Homewares, Giftware, Books and Music, Unique Finds

Open Wed to Sun 10am to 5pm

School Holidays  
Open 7 Days, 10am to 5pm

LOCAL TAX AGENT
All Tax Returns

VIC WILMOT
Vic.Wilmot@gmail.com

BAS AIS

Small Business Specialist

Mobile Returns 
Service Available

Bus. 4360 2836 | MOB. 0438 177 811
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BUSY TERM FOR PRETTY 
BEACH PRIMARY…

A nother busy 3rd and 4th term for our Pretty 
Beach Primary School concludes a successful 

year. Relieving Principal M’s Jane Rees reported on 
a hive of activity as the children participated in Peer 
Support lessons, Life Education Programs with the 
‘Healthy Harold’ van visiting the school, successful 
debating and public speaking and spelling bee events 
are just a few of the many highlights. 

A group of students took part in the performing 
arts extravaganza “Star Struck The 21st” at Newcastle. 
They were part of the 3500 students from 120 
different schools who took to the stage to showcase 
the performing arts prowess of NSW public schools.

The Pretty Beach School Dance Troupe performed 
a contemporary piece ‘It’s Oh So Quiet’ at the Central 
Coast Dance Festival. They performed this piece once 
again at Erina Fair during Education Week.

Another highlight for term 3 was for Year 5 and 6 
students who went on a 3 day excursion to Canberra. 
They visited the Museum of Australian Democracy, 
Australian Institute of Sport, National Museum of 
Australia, Parliament House, the Australian War 
Memorial, National Botanic Gardens, Questacon, 
and the National Film and Sound Archives.

Pretty Beach Primary School Dance Troupe

The end of year functions such as the Year 6 High 
School Orientation Day, End of year Movie Day, 
Year 6 Farewell  and of course the much anticipated 
Presentation Night wrap up the school year. 

Killcare Kiosk on the Beach
Open Monday to Friday 9am to 3pm 

Weekends 9am to 4pm
Enjoy a delicious lunch, marvel at the view…  

great food, coffee & soft drinks.
Excellent service & prices!

Phone your orders. We also provide surf reports. 
A memorable experience.

Phone: 4360 1330

BOUDDI AT BELLS…

Bouddi at Bells was the first major event staged by 
the Bouddi Society in association with Bells at 

Killcare in aid of the Bouddi Arts Foundation. “The 
day was a great success” said Phil Donnelly, president 
of the Bouddi Society. With an attendance in excess of 
600 people the society raised more than $20,000 for 
the foundation. 

There was a festive atmosphere for the event with 
people taking advantage of picnicking in the beautiful 
grounds. Variable weather didn’t deter the audience 
from enjoying the performances.

Wendy Matthews Entertains the big crowd

The programme commenced with a performance 
by students from the Kariong NAISDA ( Australian 
Indigenous Dance College) and culminated in 
Society president Phil Donnelly and Chairman of 
the Bouddi Arts Foundation John Bell presenting 
cheques to five young local artists. “The success 
of today’s event,” said John “ensures that the 
Foundation can continue supporting and fostering 
the great wealth of talent that exists among young 
people here on the Central Coast.” 



HELP US, TO HELP YOU…

Last year during the summer season, the 90 
qualified members of Killcare SLSC patrols were 

responsible for the safety of over 33,000 people on 
Killcare Beach, administered 137 first aid cases and 
performed 400 preventative actions and 10 life saving 
rescues.

The 5th Annual Killcare SLSC Art Show Fundraiser 
starts 27th December 2013 – 12th January 2014 and 
will be open from 10am – 7pm. With community 
support, this year Killcare SLSC aims to raise over 
$20,000 for vital life saving and rescue equipment 
during the annual Art Show fundraiser.

Over 25 renowned artists will be on exhibition, 
including sculptors and Central Desert painters. 
Attendees at the Art Show will also be able to purchase 
Killcare merchandise, including swimmers, t-shirts 
and caps, tea-towels, books and cards and buy tickets 
for the ‘Pleasure & Pamper’ and ‘Killy Kids’ raffles.

Further details about the variety of entertainment, 
special events and competitions planned for the 2 
weeks of the Art Show, both during the day and at 
the bar (open every night 5 – 8pm) will appear on the 
Killcare SLSC website.

Tickets for the opening night, Friday 27th 
December 2013 6 – 8pm, are $15 and will be available 
from early December at Moochinside, Bouddi 
Gallery, M2 Framing, Raine & Horne and Ray White. 
Please show your support for the extraordinary 
work performed by our Killcare SLSC volunteers 
by attending Art Show events with your family and 
friends. 
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Col and Michelle are looking forward to operating as a part of the local 
community and are pleased to be able to offer a 10% discount on listed 

hire prices to local residents. Contact us on 02 4360 1404 or  
email sales@centralcoastboathire.com.au for more information.

WE oFFEr For hirE 

• BBQ Barge

• Aluminium Boats

• Kayaks (1 and 2 person)

• Stand Up Paddleboards (SUP’s)

At Killcare Marina in hardys Bay

Obituary 

Allan Wilson  
1929-2013

Allan Wilson was a founding member of the 
HBRG, one of “the three amigos “so called by the 
then Mayor Laurie Maher.

Allan and his wife Fay retired to Hardys Bay 
some 10 years ago having had Family connection 
and a family holiday home on the Bay for over 50 
years. His love of the Bay and the surf made this 
idyllic part of the world his “little part of paradise”. 

Allan was an internationally renowned and 
highly respected journalist and published author.  
His expertise, skills and wealth of knowledge 
were required in the local community and he 
willingly gave of his time and energy to report 
for the Killcare Surf Club, the winter swimmers 
(Frigid Digits) as well ensuring publicity for the 
RFS and Hardys Bay RSL.  Allan edited the HBRG 
Newsletter. The reputation of the Newsletter is a 
tribute to his professional and diligent work. His 
editorial skills will be greatly missed, as will his 
wise council on many matters relevant to this 
community group.

Allan loved Rugby Union and during his 
journalistic career, he covered many of the 
Wallabies’ matches. He enjoyed schoolboy rugby 
at The King’s School playing in the first 15, played 
representative rugby for the ACT and was a first 
grade player of note for his beloved Eastwood 
(he wrote a history of the Eastwood Rugby Club). 
He regularly organised lunches for old rugby 
stalwarts and was a strong supporter of the local 
Woy Woy junior rugby club.

Allan was a keen tennis player and golfer. He 
was editor of Golf Australia magazine, he covered 
all of golf’s majors and continued to contribute 
articles for the US Masters until recently. He 
enjoyed a regular game of golf at various local 
courses.

Many people and organisations, particularly 
the Killcare Surf Club, the RFS and especially 
the HBRG will miss not only his significant 
contribution to the community, but also his calm 
and cheerful presence. He was a true gentleman 
and a gentle man. He will be greatly missed.

Allan was a loving family man. He was 
extremely proud of his son Mark, daughter Belinda 
and his grandchildren and adored his wife Fay. 
The community extends its heartfelt condolences 
to Fay and the family.

“Farewell to our friend Allan Wilson”
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SURF CLUB OPEN DAY…

September 29th saw many surf clubs across 
Australia “open their doors” to the public, allowing 

us to see what happens within this iconic Australian 
movement. Killcare SLSC again opened its doors to 
the local community welcoming all to participate in 
the many activities of the day. 

The Nipper Season began in the morning with 
approximately 150 nippers eager to start the new 
season. It is always enjoyable to watch as the children, 
aged from 5 to 13, participate in the many nipper 
activities performed every Sunday of the season. The 
movement is very important as it not only educates 
the next generation on beach safety but also develops 
their surf skills and is a feeder into the senior club.

The senior club displayed their many skills, including 
launching the IRB and performing mock rescues from 
the boat, on a board and also with the tube. Recently 
elected Member for Robertson, Lucy Wicks, attended 
the day and witnessed various first aid procedures. 

Dye was released into a rip to demonstrate how it 
flows, Club Captain Mal Cooper also demonstrated 
how to swim out of it.

It was a very well attended day with practical 
demonstrations and interesting educational displays 
culminating in a happy BBQ for all in the afternoon. 
Look out for it next year. 

BRIEFS…
Here are some helpful Apps and web sites:

Phone & ipad apps

BeachSafe surf lifesaving app providing local 
weather and surf conditions.

Fires Near Me NSW the official RFS app showing bushfire 
locations.

Live Traffic NSW provides up to the minute traffic 
information.

NSW Transport info up-to-date rail trip planning.

Web Sites

hardys Bay residents Group www.hardysbay.com

hardys Bay Club www.hardysbayrsl.com.au

Palm Beach Ferries www.palmbeachferries.com.au 

Killcare Surf Club www.killcaresurfclub.com.au/ 

Killcare rFS www.facebook.com/killcare/timeline

Maritime (tide information) www.maritime.nsw.gov.au 

Gosford Council www.gosford.nsw.gov.au 
(ranger After Hours 4325 8222)

HARDYS BAY CLUB…
Hardys Bay Club formerly known as the HB RSL 

club rises from the ashes (well almost)
Having been threatened by bushfires and 

insolvency the club battles on. A restructure has seen 
a significant decrease in costs and reduced operating 
hours and with the support of community based 
lenders the club continues to trade

The club bar currently opens from 3pm Friday and 
from 12 noon Saturday and Sunday. The club can be 
booked for functions, so keep it mind for your next 
function.

As well as these club hours The Bay Leaf Bistro is 
open Monday and Thursday nights and is byo. Chef 
Dorothee, is acquiring a enviable reputation for her 
culinary skills, so make a booking, phone 4360 1072.

With the peak holiday season approaching the 
club and bistro will no doubt be considering opening 
more frequently so keep an eye on the club’s website, 
www.hardysbayrsl.com.au 

In the meantime the lenders and other locals are 
actively considering options for the site however the 
message is “the club is still open”

NEW MEMBERS APPLICATION
Annual Membership: • Pensioners $5 • Members $10 • Families $15

Post to: The Secretary, Hardys Bay Residents Group, PO Box 4057, Wagstaffe NSW 2275

Name: ________________________________________________ Phone: __________________Mob ______________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________Signature: ____________________Date: _____________________

Hardys
Bay

Residents Group
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PALm BeACH to WAgStAffe/ettALong   
– feRRY CHAngeS…

We are still awaiting final confirmation, of the 
proposed reversal of the 12 midday and 4pm Ferry 
services from Palm Beach, these services will go to 
Ettalong before Wagstaffe. These proposed changes 
will enable Killcare peninsula residents to travel over 
to, and back from Ettalong, on the Ferry, which will 
be a much faster and more pleasant journey than by 
other public transport methods. Riverside Marine, 
who operate this service are awaiting a response from 
NSW Transport. HBRG have been very supportive 
of the Community Association in achieving this goal, 
and are hopeful that the new schedule will be up and 
running as this edition goes to press.

“STOP PRESS” 

We have been advised that the proposed reversal of 
the 12 midday and 4pm Ferry services from Palm 
Beach will now commence on January 6th. Please 
ring to confirm with Fantasea Ferries 02 9974 2411 

Kay Linton-Mann – Civil Celebrant – JP
Wedding Ceremonies, Naming Ceremonies, Funeral Services

M. 0421 607 024 T. 02 43 602 160

EMPIRE BAY TAVERN
BAR – BISTRO – LOUNGE

KENO… TAB
Relaxed Environment… Cold Beers… Huge Meals

Light Entertainment
Family Friendly… Great Prices

Try our new Pizza Bar, open Wed to Sun from 5:30pm
Courtesy Bus Available

Open 7 Days

1 POOLE CLOSE, EMPIRE BAY PH: 02 4369 5840

REGISTERED ARCHITECT
#5156
BSC (ARCH) B.ARCH A.R.A.I.A.

82 GRANDVIEW CR. 
KILLCARE NSW 2257
T: 0243 602223 M: 0414 907782

E: info@karenburkearchitect.com.au
www.karenburkearchitect.com.au

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1/1 Killcare Road Killcare 2257
t/ (02) 4360 2257
w/ mooch@moochinside.com


