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“WORKING FOR A POSITIVE LIFESTYLE AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT IN OUR COMMUNITY”

THE LOBSTER BEACH CHANNEL
All of us who catch the ferry to Ettalong or Palm Beach,
are very aware of how narrow the channel is near Lobster
Beach. Tide and weather change things. The result is
that over time,it is getting narrower, shallower, and the
sand bank is getting larger.
This has been an on-going concern to the residents and
to the HBRG for years. The recent cancellation of a
number of ferry services with the ferry and numerous
yachts going aground, have galvanised us to again make
contact with the Council, the State Government and
Roads and Maritime Services to elevate the issue.
What has been worrying us is that the recent dredging
has largely been ineffective, as the spoil has been
deposited in a location too close to the channel and in a
few days the spoil is redeposited into the channel. (One
wonders if any hydro-surveys have been made pre and
post the dredging to map the effect of tidal action).
Acting on your behalf, on October 23, the HBRG sent
a detailed letter to the new Mayor, Jane Smith, again
making it very clear how worried the local residents are
about this situation. It also included numerous items
that supported our concern:
1. An extract from the 2012 Costal Zone Management Plan
for Brisbane Waters which included the adoption of the
recommendation to dredge the navigation channel as a priority.


This Ferry service is a public/private transport system
that is used extensively by School children, working
commuters, tourists and the local community, with
fares subsidised by the state government. The channel is
the only safe access to the entire Brisbane Waters basin
for vessels with a draft deeper than 1.5 metres!
We pointed out that if the channel does not receive a
program of satisfactory and lasting dredging, the ferry
link will likely be closed for lack of access, and the area
will develop a reputation as a place where the waterways
are not accessible.
The NSW government has committed funds to be
available on application by council and, we requested
that the council make application for these funds as a
matter of urgency.
FOOTNOTE: As mentioned in the article on our new Mayor,she
said that “Brian Bell, the new CEO of the combined Councils has
had conversations with the State Government and is across it”. We
await to hear some positive news.

2. Revenue raised by state government from moorings, boat
licences and jetties in Brisbane Waters that could be applied
to the dredging and maintenance costs.

HOW TO GET SMS (TXT) MESSAGES ON FERRY
CANCELLATIONS AND TIMETABLE CHANGES!
If you would like to be kept informed on timetable changes,
cancellations or delays by SMS alerts, just send your name and
mobile telephone number to:
info@palmbeachferries.com.au or call: 02 9974 2411

3. Various statements of support for dredging by the Ferry
owners, Gosford Sailing Club, Ettalong Umina Chamber
of Commerce and other concerned groups.
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President’s Message

Well, Xmas is upon us and here we are again
with our Christmas news letter. I would
particularly like to thank all of the people
mentioned in the stories as they have helped
make things happen”.

he had little sailing experience but he did have the
adventure lust. With his partner Saskia, a beautiful
Swiss lady who spoke many languages that would prove
very helpful in the Spanish and Portuguese speaking
countries, they set off for Sydney Australia, first to the
Canary Islands, across the Atlantic to the West Indies
and through the Panama Canal.

However, there are a number of things that have
gone on “behind the scenes this year which the
HBRG can take some pride in achieving, or at
least helping to produce a better outcome.
We have attended numerous meetings at all
governmental levels in respect to “Dredging the
Ettalong Channel” this is well covered in our lead
article.
I am also very pleased to advise we have
through the expert assistance of HBRG member
Rob Watson updated our web site and we will
continue to bring all its aspects up-to-date. I
recommend it to you. www.hardysbay.com.
We again had a couple of highly successful
“Reclaim the Bay dinners, which are held after
the holiday period and when all the visitors have
left, these dinners are held at the Hardys Bistro
on the appropriately named “Locals night”. Next
year’s dinner will be held in March. Keep an eye
out for the announcement and book early!
Seasons Greetings to all and Safe and Happy
New Year.

SAILING ADVENTURES TO AND
FROM HARDYS BAY.
Hardys Bay is well known as a safe mooring for local,
national and international cruising yachts; that is
providing the Ettalong channel stays open! “Adventure
cruising sailors” enjoy the safe harbour. Currently, three
well-known long distance cruisers reside in the bay.
“Risky Business”: Barry Lewis’s Adams 13 which Barry
and his wife have converted into a sleek cruiser. Barry
has sailed single-handed from New Zealand, and on
another trip from Vanuatu, returning to the haven of
Hardys Bay He is now planning a trip to Gibraltor via
Cape Horn and the Falklands leaving mid January 2018.
The Roper 43 “Affinity”: built and sailed by Lee Roper,
has been over to Tahiti via New Zealand and home via
Fiji. Lee has done numerous trips up the NSW and
Queensland coast and is currently on his way to the
Solomon Islands via New Guinea.
And “Velvet”: a Hallberg Rassy 42E, is all the way from
Portugal. When Sydney builder Richard Westaway
purchased her in Portimao Portugal in February 2013
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The trip through the canal meant that three yachts were
rafted together with “Velvet in the centre thus being the
controlling boat with little space to spare through the
locks.
Leaving “Velvet” on the hard stand in Panama, Richard
attended to some domestic issues, such as being
best man at his mates wedding. He returned almost a
year later to continue the voyage via Tahiti, the north
Minerva Reef and onto Sydney.
On this part of the voyage, as they approached the
Doldrums, through which you have to motor, the fuel
tanks ruptured and Richard had to jury-rig a fuel tank
from his portable fuel drum supplies, filling it every two
hours. The crossing to Tahiti took 49 days!
Arriving in Sydney in August 2015, and deciding Sydney
was not for them, Richard and Saskia moved to Avoca
Beach, where they are enjoying life with their 8-monthold daughter. Richard has recently set off from Hardys
Bay for “Velvet’s” next adventure to the Antarctic.

1/1 Killcare Road Killcare 2257
t/ (02) 4360 2257
w/ mooch@moochinside.com
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Hours … Open 7 days from 6.30am (Closed Xmas Day)
– 4pm breakfast and lunch
Specialising in the Killcare Blend style coffee, artisan bread
baked daily, pies, pastries and deli items, milk, newspapers

Shop 3 Killcare Rd
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Ph: 4360 1888

2
12/5/2011 12/5/2011
1:42:22 PM1:42:22 PM
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ELECTRIC SHOCKS!
At our AGM in late September, we invited Norman
Koslowski, a leading energy consultant, to explain why
we are being hit with huge electricity bills and what are
the short and medium term implications of the energy
crisis. Over 90 residents attended, all anxious to here
what he had to say. We thank him for his contribution.
Energy price rises? You ain’t seen nuthin’ yet! !
Armed with bar charts and trend graphs, Norman very
eloquently launched his presentation by stating that the
recent 20% price hike is only the beginning! We can
expect our electricity bills to easily double in 5 years and
double again in 10. AGHHH!
Over the next three years, the main price driver will
come from Energy retailers ramping up Off Peak rates
to compensate for people installing solar panels and
battery storage in preparation for the arrival of affordable
electric cars requiring overnight charging. For example
Energy Australia, while they increased a claimed average
of 20%, in reality, Peak increased 8.5%, Shoulder 26.5%
and Off-Peak a whopping 39%! So even if you ran all
your major devices after 10pm your bill would have
increased this 1 July by 33%. Ouch!
The future is Solar ... and it’s coming at a rush!!!
The inevitability of continued price gouging by energy
providers, and the parlous state of Government
decision making to set carbon targets or even agree
upon production technology solutions, have all created
a “Perfect Storm” for a huge switch to home solar power
generation in Australia.
Two massive international companies driven by
visionary CEOs - Elon Musk for Tesla (www.tesla.com.
au) and Christoph Osterman from the German company
Sonnen (www.sonnen.com.au) want to ride that storm.
They agree that our economic and social conditions
provide a massive opportunity for them. And they are
doing something about it…and so are others.
Consider: In Australia, our power costs are the most
expensive in the western world... and we are very angry
about it! Yet we have more sunshine per year than just
about anywhere in the world. Amazingly, only 17% of

our homes have any form of solar power generation.
Whilst in Germany, with less than 20% of our sunny
days, 80% of homes have solar!
Market predictions show an almost vertical growth path
for solar and home battery installations over the next 3 -5
years. So you can see why Herr Osterman’s tail is wagging!
Possibly in an effort to slow down the rush to solar,
the Federal government has announced they will
end rooftop solar rebates by 2020. The current rebate
relies upon polluting coal power stations compelled to
purchase carbon offset certificates from a green energy
exchange. The certificates are allocated to households
installing new rooftop solar systems. Currently, the value
of the solar rebate certificates is about $3500 for every
5kW of rooftop solar installed. Our advice…get in early.
Community Grids. Power to the people!
Heard of “Community Grids” ? You will soon. A
Community Grid is formed when a group of homes link
their rooftop power generators together and then feed in
their surplus power to create their own local grid. Spare
power can then be purchased by others within the grid
at much lower rates than from the major retail providers.
The savings will be significant. The HBRG will following
this development and will keep you posted with our
findings. If you are interested, please let us know.
NOTE: For a more detail on report Norman Koslowski’s report,
go to www.hardysbayresidentsgroup.com.au. Or contact Norman
on 0432 719 116 or email skyhigh@energycontrol.net.au Norman
is now sustainable energy advisor to the Central Coast Community
Energy Association. Dennis Silver 0412 404 993.

BENSVILLE PHARMACY
Family Owned & Friendly Service

Owen Cheung B.Pharm & Vivian Lee B.Pharm
Tel: 02 4369 2022 Fax: 02 4369 2122
Shop 1 / 32-34 Kallaroo Road, Bensville NSW 2251
FREE DAILY HOME DELIVERY TO:

Bensville, Empire Bay, Killcare,
Killcare Heights, Daleys Point, Hardys
Bay, Umina, Pretty Beach, Wagstaffe,
St Huberts Island, Kincumber

OPENING HOURS:

Mon – Fri 8:30am – 5:30pm
Saturday 9:00am – 1:00pm
Closed Sunday and Public Holidays

Located in The Old Killcare Store
54 Araluen Drive, Hardys Bay 2257
Tel: 4360 1667
E: reservations@hardysbistro.com.au
www.hardysbistro.com.au

• Open 7 Days for Breakfast &
Lunch from 6.30am to 4.00pm
• Open for Dinner on
Thurs (Locals Night)
Fri & Sat nights from 6.00pm
• Daily Specials Fresh Fish
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• Children's Menu
• Fully Licensed Bar
• Functions & Special Events
Catered For
• Bookings Welcome
& Recommended
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SUMMER TIPS FROM FIRIES
Well, Christmas is nearly upon us so it’s time to dig
out the decorations, dust them off and get them
hung! We’re all looking forward to it, but first, take a
moment to consider some safety issues.
Check lights and cables thoroughly for damage - even
a small crack in the cable casing can be a big problem.
Damaged cables or lights can be catastrophic for your
family. A Christmas tree with faulty lights can catch fire
in the blink of an eye! Many houses put up lights around
the outside these days, so it’s important to check that
they are properly installed and the cables and leads are
protected. Finally the electrics: don’t overload sockets
or extension cables. They are designed for use with the
correct number of plugs.
Find time to clear gutters, and take a good look around
the house and garden to remove the debris in the yard.
Remember, we’ve had a long, rain-free period, so our
plants are all dry and just waiting for a spark or flame to
set them alight!
Check out and download the“MyFirePlan” and “Fires
Near Me NSW” Apps for Android and iPhone. They
contain lots of really useful tips and reminders to help
plan for any potential fire near your home and an
understanding of what is happening around us.
The Firies will be doing all our normal activities in the
coming months: responding to fire calls, supporting
residents and visitors with advice, committing to Hazard
Reductions and Training hard!

Granny’s Cottage
Luxury Bed & Breakfast

~ Resonable Rates ~
~ Long Stays Welcome ~
16 Putty Beach Drive, Killcare
Tel: (02) 4360 1950
office@grannyscottage.com.au
www.grannyscottage.com.au
✓✓ Pet Care in
Your Home
✓✓ Daily Dog Walking

Join us for our local Church Carol Service on Saturday, 23
December for a fun evening with our local community!
Like to contribute? You’ll be surprised at how much
fun it is, and how great it feels to give something back to
your community!

BOATING SAFETY RULES
Stay up to date with recently changed boating rules.
Here are some of the changes:
Lifejackets:
Lifejackets must be worn on boats less than 4.8m
between sunset and sunrise; or when boating alone.
People accessing moored vessels in Hardy’s Bay, Pretty
Beach or Rileys Bay, in dinghies, need to be wearing a
lifejacket when alone.
Power-driven vessels
Power boats travelling at six knots or more must keep
30 meters away from vessels, land or structures. If that is
not practicable, keep at a safe distance and speed.
FINES INCREASED:
Fines for towing, safety equipment and lifejacket
offences have increased from to $250
Fines for operating an unregistered vessel or overloading a vessel have increased to $500.
A new fine of $500 has been introduced for those who
have a registered PWC and allow it to be operated by an
unlicensed person.

✓✓ House security
✓✓ Pet Taxi | vet taxi
✓✓ Dogs | cats | birds
guinea pigs | rabbits

2011 Winner – Pet Sitter/Walker of the Year
The Master Dog Breeders & Associates of Australia
Commitment to Quality Service • Customised Service for You and your Pet
• Police checked | fully insured

For a free consultation CALL
Bronwyn – 0411 567 355
www.petsittingplus.com.au | E: info@petsittingplus.com.au
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CONGRATULATIONS TO “OUR”
SANDY ROBSON!
In our Xmas 2016 newsletter, we introduced you to
Sandy Robson, the amazing sea kayaker who paddled
from Germany to Australia and recreated the journey
done by the late Oskar Speck . The connection was that
Oscar was a resident in Killcare. The story so captured
our imagination that we invited her to Hardys Bay to tell
us about her trip. It was an enthralling evening to say the
least!
Not surprisingly, she was nominated as a finalist in the
Australian Geographic 2017 “Adventurer of the Year
Award”n and in November, took out the Top Prize!
With due modesty, Sandy gave credit to Oscar: “It’s an
accolade that I feel really belongs to Oskar Speck”. Mind
you, she did the paddling!

She has since been nominated as the ‘Sportswoman of
the Year’ in the World Paddle Awards, and on Monday
November 20th, Sandy found out she is one of the top
3 finalists in what is the logies of the paddling world.
Winners will be announced in a ceremony in Denmark
during February 2018.

In recognising her awards, Sandy would like to thank all
the people who have donated to her expedition, hosted
her, encouraged her and made telling Oskar’s amazing
story possible… with paddle strokes. That includes
us…and those who attended her presentation at the
Hardys Bay Church and donated money to help her in
her next journey, the writing of her book.
Sandy is available as Inspiring Guest Speaker and kayak
guide/instructor whilst she is writing her book, which
she hopes to be ready some time in 2018. We will let you
know then and then place your orders!
You can keep in touch with Sandy “Kayak
Adventurer & Inspiring Guest Speaker” by searching:
www.sandy-robson.com!

PARLEZ VOUS PETANQUE?
“Pétanque” (French for “boules”) has arrived in
Hardys Bay…and is already a big hit!
If you are unfamiliar with the 10th most popular sport
in France that originated in Provence, it is a simple game
played with 3 (quite heavy) steel balls, or “boules”. In
some ways it is similar to the English game of “Bowls”,
but played with typical Gallic flair.
We are lucky to have 2 relatively new French residents
to Hardys Bay, Natalie and Oliver Hartog, who have
introduced the game to the locals…some call us
“Francophiles” or lovers of all things French.They
started playing on Friday afternoons by them -selves on
the hard, but rough surface of the Hardys Bay waterside.
Very soon they were joined by others who have played
or watched the game overseas.
“Sunset Petanque” is great fun, and often becomes
hilarious, which is why it is such a great way to unwind
after a week’s work.

Already it is almost too popular!!
“LesTournois de Pétanque du coucher du soleil” (the Sunset
Petanque competitions) have become so popular
that it won’t be long before we have teams playing in
Pretty Beach and Wagstaffe“ and having inter village
competitions played on defined areas*. What fun!
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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A quick guide:
Usually there are two teams of 2 or 3 players who play
against each other and roll 2 or 3 balls each. The number
of boules used, depends on the number of players in each
team.
After a gentle 3-step run up, you project the ball under
arm and try to get Le Boulle as close as possible to “Le
cochonnet”, the little wooden jack, also known as “The
Piglet”. Much pettier than “Jack”!
You score points for having your boule(s) the closest to
the cochonnet. When each team has played their balls,
it is called “Une Mene” or “a round”. Officially, the first
team to get 13 points wins, however, at ‘The Bay” we
play to 7 points for the win.
*Petanque is usually played on a special hard dirt or clay
surface called le boulodrome”, it can also be played on
sand or grass.The name comes from “pieds tanqués”,
which means “feet anchored /feet firmly grounded”.

BRIEFS
AED LOCATIONS
It is important that the community is aware of the
location of AEDs within our community. AEDs are
located at Killcare Cellars, Wagstaffe Store, Killcare
Surf Life Saving Club and the RFS (4 Stanley Street,
Killcare). Private AEDs are also held within the
community and one such AED belongs to John
Dyer at 8 Bulkara Street, Wagstaffe (phone 4360
1806 or 0419 476 977). John will deliver the AED
in the event of an emergency.
SEA SIDE JAZZ
Get down to the Killcare Kiosk on Monday
mornings from 10am - 12 noon when our local jazz
band struts their stuff. Sensational setting…killer
coffee…and delicious snacks. What a way to start
your week!

WAGSTAFFE GENERAL STORE
Old Style country service – 7 days a week

Post Office & Newsagent, Commonwealth Bank Agent,
Take away Hot Foods, Cappuccino, Soft Drinks, Ice Creams, Groceries,
Vegetables, Bait, Tackle, Fishing Licence, Gas refills, Mobile Recharge,
Tennis Courts, Racquet Hire available. Fresh flowers available.

46–48 Wagstaffe Avenue,Wagstaffe Tel/Fax 02 4360 1018
Close to ferry whart to Palm Beach

KILLCARE CELLARS AND GENERAL STORE
Come in and see our extensive range of fine wines and beer,
gourmet foods, sauces, dips, Australian and imported cheese,
antipasto and breads. Also, a range of fresh meat, fruit and
vegetables, bait, and, on weekends, fresh oysters. Select all
your herbs from our herb garden with our compliments.
We will take individual orders for private functions.
Pam, Michael and Garry Janes.

Open 7 days

Hours: Monday to Sunday 7.30am to 7.30pm

Ph : 4360 1179

NEW MEMBERS APPLICATION
Annual Membership: • Seniors Concession $7.50 • Members $10 • Families $15 – Five year rates available
Post to: The Secretary, Hardys Bay Residents Group, PO Box 4057, Wagstaffe NSW 2275 • Ph: 0431 488 420

Hardys
Bay

Name:Phone:Mob�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Address:�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Residents Group

Email:_____________________________________________Signature:_____________________ Date:���������������������
Membership Secretary – Cliff Daniels • Email cliff@hardysbay.com • Phone 0431 488 420
BAY NEWS – December 2017

7

NEW DEVELOPMENT IN THE BAY
The development site on 58-62 Araluen Drive next
to Killcare Cellars has been sold and we are told the
developer will proceed with development as per the
approved DA for the site.
This DA approved is for a “Shop Top”, a three-storey
development consisting commercial premises at
ground level and residential dwellings above.
SPECIALISING IN

Linda Emery – Lawyer since 1983

FAMILY LAW
• Divorces • De facto
• Children’s Issues • Property
• Binding Financial Agreements
WILLS & ESTATES
• Probate, Wills & Disputes
• Power of Attorney
• Enduring Guardianship
CONVEYANCING
• Purchase & Sale of Property
• Refinancing Mortgages
• Purchase & Sale of Business
• Leasing • Retirement Villages

COURT APPEARANCES
• Criminal Law • AVO Matters
• Traffic Matters • Drink Driving

4323 4766

Email: lemery@lindaemery.com.au
www.lindaemery.com.au
So much more than just law…

Ground Floor, Suite 6, 22 Watt St Gosford

Killcare Kiosk on the Beach
Open Monday to Friday 9am to 3pm
Weekends 9am to 4pm
Enjoy a delicious lunch, marvel at the view…
great food, coffee & soft drinks.
Excellent service & prices!
Phone your orders. We also provide surf reports.
A memorable experience.

Phone: 4360 1330

Keep cool with our new water mist system

Clarke’s Amcal Pharmacy
Lance Clarke B.Pharm., M.P.S.
Shop 4 Peninsula Plaza,
Woy Woy NSW 2256

Telephone (02) 4342 2256

EMPIRE BAY TAVERN
BAR – BISTRO – LOUNGE
KENO… TAB

Relaxed Environment… Cold Beers… Huge Meals
Light Entertainment
Family Friendly… Great Prices
Courtesy Bus Available – Ph: 0405 578 788
Open 7 Days

1 POOLE CLOSE, EMPIRE BAY PH: 02 4369 5840
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THANK YOU RANIER METTAL
This is a long overdue “Thank You” for a man and
a business that have been long time supporters and
sponsors of the HBRG. They have funded the Dog
Waste Bags provided around the Bay and Beach .
We can honestly say that without his support, you
would have to keep a close watch where you step all
along the foreshores and dog walks!
Unfortunately, our generous local vet Ranier Mettal
has not been well and it has been decided to close
his Woy Woy Veterinary Hospital. The Empire Bay
hospital will however continue under the careful
watch of the popular vet, Helen. They will open
from 8.30am - 11.30am and 4.00pm - 6.00pm.
YES, WE HAVE DEFRIBILLATORS
In the unlikely event that one is needed, there are
defribillators located at:
- Wagstaffe Store
- Killcare Cellars
- Killcare Surf Club
And they have trained operators!
RAY WHITE IN NEW HANDS
Ray White Real Estate has welcomed back Lea
Turner to the Bay as their new Principal. The popular
Kerry Ryan remains as part of the team.
BOATIES SLOW DOWN!
The area between Wagstaffe Point and Hardys
Bay is now 4 knots. Skippers are requested to slow
down over this section. Official people might just be
watching!
HARDYS BAY CLUB CHANGES HANDS
The property at 14 Heath Rd has been sold again.
Yes that is where the Hardys Bay Club and Harry
Hardys restaurant reside and are tenants of the new
owner Andrew Kim. Patrons continue to enjoy the
bush setting, food, cold drinks and the music. (No
pokies).

H.B.R.G.

President �������������������������������������� Adrian Williams
Treasurer ������������������������������������������ Brent Walker
Memberships �������������������������������������� Cliff Daniels
Bay News Editor ���������������������������� Quentin Munro
Executive�����������������Adrian Williams, Pauline Garde,
Brent Walker, Cliff Daniels,
Virginia Henderson, Quentin Munro.
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